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CHAPTER 20
ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-140.3.

Unlawful use of National System of
Interstate and Defense Highways and other
controlled-access highways.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) 21 September 2026, 04:20 UTC 590a3d317fc0df7eeffd6315 -
. . S.L. 1999-330, s. 5 — third act 825abdabd9e6644bibbalsf7 -
Carolina, as published by the . .
in the lineage ed4c2f38989e8ed2

General Assembly

On those sections of highways which are or become a part of the National System of Interstate and Defense

Highways and other controlled-access highways, it shall be unlawful for any person:

To drive a vehicle over, upon, or across any curb, central dividing section or other separation or dividing

line on said highways.

To make a left turn or a semicircular or U-turn except through an opening provided for that purpose in the

dividing curb, separation section, or line on said highways.

To drive any vehicle except in the proper lane provided for that purpose and in the proper direction and to

the right of the central dividing curb, separation section, or line on said highways.

To drive a vehicle onto or from any controlled-access highway except at such entrances and exits as are

established by public authority.

To stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, on any part or portion of the
right-of-way of said highways, except in the case of an emergency or as directed by a peace officer, or at

designated parking areas.
To fail to yield the right-of-way when entering the highway to any vehicle already travelling on the highway.

Notwithstanding any other subdivision of this section, a law enforcement officer may cross the median of
a divided highway when the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that a felony is being or has been
committed, has personal knowledge that a vehicle is being operated at a speed or in a manner which is likely

to endanger persons or property, or the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the officer's presence
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is immediately required at a location which would necessitate crossing a median of a divided highway

for this purpose. Fire department vehicles and public or private ambulances and rescue squad emergency

service vehicles traveling in response to a fire alarm or other emergency call may cross the median of a

divided highway when assistance is immediately required at a location which would necessitate the vehicle

crossing a median of a divided highway for this purpose.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-140.3 (1999).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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