
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  2 0 - 1 3 8 . 2 C

C H A P T E R  2 0
A R T I C L E  3  -  M O T O R  V E H I C L E  A C T  O F  1 9 3 7

N.C.G.S. § 20-138.2C.

Possession of alcoholic beverages while 
operating a commercial motor vehicle.
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A person commits the of�fense of operating a commercial motor vehicle while possessing alcoholic 
beverages if the person drives a commercial motor vehicle, as def�ined in G.S. 20-4.01(3d), upon any highway, 
any street, or any public vehicular area within the State while having an open or closed alcoholic beverage 
in the passenger area of the commercial motor vehicle. This section shall not apply to the driver of a 
commercial motor vehicle that is also an excursion passenger vehicle, a for-hire passenger vehicle, a 
common carrier of passengers, or a motor home, if the alcoholic beverage is in possession of a passenger 
or is in the passenger area of the vehicle. (1999-330, s. 2.)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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