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§ 20-128(a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on a highway unless such motor vehicle is 
equipped with a muf�f�ler, or other exhaust system of the type installed at the time of 
manufacture, in good working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive or 
unusual noise, annoying smoke and smoke screens.

§ 20-128(b) It shall be unlawful to use a "muf�f�ler cut-out" on any motor vehicle upon a highway.

§ 20-128(c) No motor vehicle registered in this State that was manufactured after model year 1967 
shall be operated in this State unless it is equipped with emissions control devices 
that were installed on the vehicle at the time the vehicle was manufactured and these 
devices are properly connected.

§ 20-128(d) The requirements of subsection (c) of this section shall not apply if the emissions 
control devices have been removed for the purpose of converting the motor vehicle 
to operate on natural or liquef�ied petroleum gas or other modif�ications have been 
made in order to reduce air pollution and these modif�ications are approved by the 
Department of Environmental Quality.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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01 1937 c. 407, s. 91 E N A C T E D

02 1971 c. 455, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1983 c. 132 A M E N D E D

04 1989 c. 727, s. 9 A M E N D E D

05 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 11A.119(a) A M E N D E D

06 2000 S.L. 2000-134, s. 6 A M E N D E D

07 2015 S.L. 2015-241, s. 14.30(u) A M E N D E D
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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