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CHAPTER 20
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ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-126.

Mirrors.
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No person shall drive a motor vehicle on the streets or highways of this State unless
equipped with an inside rearview mirror of a type approved by the Commissioner,
which provides the driver with a clear, undistorted, and reasonably unobstructed view
of the highway to the rear of such vehicle; provided, a vehicle so constructed or loaded
as to make such inside rearview mirror ineffective may be operated if equipped with
a mirror of a type to be approved by the Commissioner located so as to reflect to the
driver a view of the highway to the rear of such vehicle. A violation of this subsection
shall not constitute negligence per se in civil actions. Farm tractors, self-propelled
implements of husbandry and construction equipment and all self-propelled vehicles
not subject to registration under this Chapter are exempt from the provisions of
this section. Provided that pickup trucks equipped with an outside rearview mirror
approved by the Commissioner shall be exempt from the inside rearview mirror
provision of this section. Any inside mirror installed in any motor vehicle by its

manufacturer shall be deemed to comply with the provisions of this subsection.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate upon the highways of this State any
vehicle manufactured, assembled or first sold on or after January 1, 1966 and registered
in this State unless such vehicle is equipped with at least one outside mirror mounted
on the driver's side of the vehicle. Mirrors herein required shall be of a type approved

by the Commissioner.

No person shall operate a motorcycle upon the streets or highways of this State unless
such motorcycle is equipped with a rearview mirror so mounted as to provide the

operator with a clear, undistorted and unobstructed view of at least 200 feet to the rear
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of the motorcycle. No motorcycle shall be registered in this State after January 1, 1968,
unless such motorcycle is equipped with a rearview mirror as described in this section.
Violation of the provisions of this subsection shall not be considered negligence per

se or contributory negligence per se in any civil action.
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-126 (2002).
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designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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