NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 20-122.1

CHAPTER 20

.

ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. §20-122.1.

Motor vehicles to be equipped with safe

tires.
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General Assembly

§20-122.1(a)

§20-122.1(al)

Every motor vehicle subject to safety equipment inspection in this State and operated
on the streets and highways of this State shall be equipped with tires which are safe
for the operation of the motor vehicle and which do not expose the public to needless
hazard. Tires shall be considered unsafe if cut so as to expose tire cord, cracked so as to
expose tire cord, or worn so as to expose tire cord or there is a visible tread separation
or chunking or the tire has less than two thirty-seconds inch tread depth at two or more
locations around the circumference of the tire in two adjacent major tread grooves, or
if the tread wear indicators are in contact with the roadway at two or more locations
around the circumference of the tire in two adjacent major tread grooves: Provided,
the two thirty-seconds tread depth requirements of this section shall not apply to dual

wheel trailers. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Chunking" - separation of the tread from the carcass in particles which may

range from very small size to several square inches in area.

(2) "Cord" - strands forming a ply in a tire.

(3) "Tread" - portion of tire which comes in contact with road.

(4) "Tread depth" - the distance from the base of the tread design to the top of the
tread.

Any motor vehicle that has a GVWR of at least 10,001 pounds or more and is operated
on the streets or highways of this State shall be equipped with tires that are safe for
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the operation of the vehicle and do not expose the public to needless hazard. A tire is

unsafe if any of the following applies:
(1) It is cut, cracked, or worn so as to expose tire cord.
(2) There is a visible tread separation or chunking.

) The steering axle tire has less than four thirty-seconds inch tread depth at any

location around the circumference of the tire on any major tread groove.

() Any nonsteering axle tire has less than two thirty-seconds inch tread depth

around the circumference of the tire in any major tread groove.

(5) The tread wear indicators are in contact with the roadway at any location

around the circumference of the tire on any major tread groove.

§20-122.1(b) The driver of any vehicle who is charged with a violation of this section shall
be allowed 15 calendar days within which to bring the tires of such vehicle in
conformance with the requirements of this section. It shall be a defense to any such
charge that the person arrested produce in court, or submit to the prosecuting attorney
prior to trial, a certificate from an official safety inspection equipment station showing
that within 15 calendar days after such arrest, the tires on such vehicle had been made
to conform with the requirements of this section or that such vehicle had been sold,
destroyed, or permanently removed from the highways. Violation of this section shall

not constitute negligence per se.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

APPARATUS |
4 ACTS

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

| 1 1
1969 1989 2009

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
oL 1969 c.378,s.1 ENACTED
02 1969 c. 1256 AMENDED
03 1985 €.93,s5. 1,2 AMENDED

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 ae5146ea...d25878



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 20-122.1

04 2009 S.L. 2009-376, s. 5 SRR RES

APPARATUS III

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-122.1 (2009).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-122.1(a) (2009).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1969, c. 378, s. 1; c. 1256; 1985, c. 93, ss. 1, 2; 2009-376, s. 5.)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 ae5146ea...d25878




