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A law enforcement of�f�icer may stop and weigh a vehicle to determine if the vehicle's weight is in compliance 
with the vehicle's declared gross weight and the weight limits set in this Part. The of�f�icer may require the 
driver of the vehicle to drive to a scale located within f�ive miles of where the of�f�icer stopped the vehicle.

Any person operating a vehicle or a combination of vehicles having a GVWR of 10,001 pounds or more or 
any vehicle transporting hazardous materials that is required to be placarded under 49 C.F.R. § 171-180 must 
enter a permanent weigh station or temporary inspection or weigh site as directed by duly erected signs or 
an electronic transponder for the purpose of being electronically screened for compliance, or weighed, or 
inspected.

If the vehicle's weight exceeds the amount allowable, the of�f�icer may detain the vehicle until the overload 
has been removed. Any property removed from a vehicle because the vehicle was overloaded is the 
responsibility of the owner or operator of the vehicle. The State is not liable for damage to or loss of the 
removed property.

Failure to permit a vehicle to be weighed or to remove an overload is a misdemeanor of the Class set in 
G.S. 20-176. An of�f�icer must weigh a vehicle with a scale that has been approved by the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services.

A privately owned noncommercial horse trailer constructed to transport four or fewer horses shall not 
be required to stop at any permanent weigh station in the State while transporting horses, unless the 
driver of the vehicle hauling the trailer is directed to stop by a law enforcement of�f�icer. A "privately owned 
noncommercial horse trailer" means a trailer used solely for the occasional transportation of horses and 
not for compensation or in furtherance of a commercial enterprise.
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1 1  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1927 1965 2003

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1927 c. 148, s. 37 E N A C T E D

02 1949 c. 1207, s. 3 A M E N D E D

03 1951 c. 1013, s. 4 A M E N D E D

04 1979 c. 436, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

05 1979 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1259, s. 2 A M E N D E D

06 1993 c. 539, s. 356 A M E N D E D

07 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) A M E N D E D

08 1995 c. 109, s. 4 A M E N D E D

09 1997 S.L. 1997-261, s. 109 A M E N D E D

10 2001 S.L. 2001-487, s. 50(f) A M E N D E D

11 2003 S.L. 2003-338, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 20-176 "misdemeanor of the Class set in"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-118.1 (2003).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1927, c. 148, s. 37; 1949, c. 1207, s. 3; 1951, c. 1013, s. 4; 1979, c. 436, ss. 1, 2; 1981 (Reg. Sess., 1982), c. 1259, s. 2; 1993, c. 
539, s. 356; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1995, c. 109, s. 4; 1997-261, s. 109; 2001-487, s. 50(f); 2003-338, s. 1.)
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