NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES

CHAPTER 20

.

ARTICLE 3 - MOTOR VEHICLE ACT OF 1937

N.C.G.S. § 20-109.

Altering or changing engine or other

numbers.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 05:24 UTC afOc4cabfbhadsfb3st4bass -
. . Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) — 36561a3e263bfb3e0a378431 -
Carolina, as published by the ) ] ]
thirteenth act in the lineage b4at7ec859630233
General Assembly
§20-109(a) It shall be unlawful and constitute a felony for:

CLASS | FELONY

§20-109(b)

CLASS | FELONY
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(1) Any person to willfully deface, destroy, remove, cover, or alter the

manufacturer's serial number, transmission number, or engine number; or

(2) Any vehicle owner to knowingly permit the defacing, removal, destroying,

covering, or alteration of the serial number, transmission number, or engine

number; or

(3) Any person except a licensed vehicle manufacturer as authorized by law to
place or stamp any serial number, transmission number, or engine number

upon a vehicle, other than one assigned thereto by the Division; or

(4) Any vehicle owner to knowingly permit the placing or stamping of any serial

number or motor number upon a motor vehicle, except such numbers as

assigned thereto by the Division.

A violation of this subsection shall be punishable as a Class I felony.

It shall be unlawful and constitute a felony for:

(1) Any person, with intent to conceal or misrepresent the true identity of the
vehicle, to deface, destroy, remove, cover, alter, or use any serial or motor

number assigned to a vehicle by the Division; or
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(2) Any vehicle owner, with intent to conceal or misrepresent the true identity of
the vehicle, to permit the defacing, destruction, removal, covering, alteration,

or use of a serial or motor number assigned to a vehicle by the Division; or

(3) Any vehicle owner, with the intent to conceal or misrepresent the true identity
of a vehicle, to permit the defacing, destruction, removal, covering, alteration,
use, gift, or sale of any manufacturer's serial number, serial number plate, or
any part or parts of a vehicle containing the serial number or portions of the

serial number.

A violation of this subsection shall be punishable as a Class I felony.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1 1 1 L1 L1 L1 1 L1
1937 1966 1994

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR

DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
oL 1937 c.407,5.73 ENACTED
02 1943 c. 726 AMENDED
03 1953 c. 216 AMENDED
o4 1965 c.621,5.3 AMENDED
05 1967 c. 449 AMENDED
= 1973 c. 1089 AMENDED
o7 1975 c.716,5.5 AMENDED
08 1979 c.760,5.5 AMENDED
05 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47 AMENDED
10 1981 c. 179, s. 14 AMENDED
11 1987 c.512 AMENDED
12 1993 c. 539, 5. 1255 AMENDED
= 1994 Ex. Sess., . 24, s. 14(c) AMENDED
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-109 (1994).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 20-109(a) (1994).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
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1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1316, s. 47; 1981, c. 179, s. 14; 1987, c. 512; 1993, c. 539, s. 1255; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)
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