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As used in this Chapter:

"Claimant" means a party, including a plaintif�f, counterclaimant, cross-claimant, or third-party plaintif�-
f, seeking recovery of punitive damages. In a claim for relief in which a party seeks recovery of punitive 
damages related to injury to another person, damage to the property of another person, death of another 
person, or other harm to another person, "claimant" includes any party seeking recovery of punitive 
damages.

"Compensatory damages" includes nominal damages.

"Defendant" means a party, including a counterdefendant, cross-defendant, or third-party defendant, from 
whom a claimant seeks relief with respect to punitive damages.

"Fraud" does not include constructive fraud unless an element of intent is present.

"Malice" means a sense of personal ill will toward the claimant that activated or incited the defendant to 
perform the act or undertake the conduct that resulted in harm to the claimant.

"Punitive damages" means extracompensatory damages awarded for the purposes set forth in G.S. 1D-1.

"Willful or wanton conduct" means the conscious and intentional disregard of and indif�ference to the rights 
and safety of others, which the defendant knows or should know is reasonably likely to result in injury, 
damage, or other harm. "Willful or wanton conduct" means more than gross negligence.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 1D-1 (null)(6) "for the purposes set forth in"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1D-5 (1995).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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