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CHAPTER 19A

e d

ARTICLE 4 - ANIMAL CRUELTY INVESTIGATORS

N.C.G.S. § 19A-46.

Powers; magistrate's order; execution of
order; petition; notice to owner.
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§ 19A-46(a)

§ 19A-46(b)

§ 19A-46(c)

Whenever any animal is being cruelly treated as defined in G.S. 19A-1(2), an animal
cruelty investigator may file with a magistrate a sworn complaint requesting an order
allowing the investigator to provide suitable care for and take immediate custody of
the animal. The magistrate shall issue the order only when he finds probable cause
to believe that the animal is being cruelly treated and that it is necessary for the
investigator to immediately take custody of it. Any magistrate's order issued under
this section shall be valid for only 24 hours after its issuance. After he executes the
order, the animal cruelty investigator shall return it with a written inventory of the

animals seized to the clerk of court in the county where the order was issued.

The animal cruelty investigator may request a law-enforcement officer or animal
control officer to accompany him to help him seize the animal. An investigator may
forcibly enter any premises or vehicle when necessary to execute the order only if he
reasonably believes that the premises or vehicle is unoccupied by any person and that
the animal is on the premises or in the vehicle. Forcible entry shall be used only when
the animal cruelty investigator is accompanied by a law-enforcement officer. In any
case, he must give notice of his identity and purpose to anyone who may be present
before entering said premises. Forcible entry shall only be used during the daylight

hours.

When he has taken custody of such an animal, the animal cruelty investigator shall
file a complaint pursuant to Article 1 of this Chapter as soon as possible. When he

seizes the animal, he shall leave with the owner, if known, or affixed to the premises
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or vehicle a copy of the magistrate's order and a written notice of a description of the
animal, the place where the animal will be taken, the reason for taking the animal, and
the investigator's intent to file a complaint in district court requesting custody of the

animal pursuant to Article 1 of this Chapter.

Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 7A-305(c), any person who commences a
proceeding under this Article or Article 1 of this Chapter shall not be required to pay
any court costs or fees prior to afinal judicial determination as provided in G.S. 19A-4,

at which time those costs shall be paid pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 6-18.

Any judicial order authorizing forcible entry shall be issued by a district court judge.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1979 1980
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1979 c. 808, s.1 SR

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 19A-1(2) @) "being cruelly treated as defined in"

G.S. 7A-305(c) (@ "Notwithstanding the provisions of"'

G.S. 19A-4 (d) "final judicial determination as provided in"
G.S.6-18 (d) "paid pursuant to the provisions of"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 19A-46 (1979).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 19A-46(a) (1979).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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