
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 8 B - 6 0 4

C H A P T E R  1 8 B
A R T I C L E  6  -  E L E C T I O N S

N.C.G.S. § 18B-604.

Timing and ef�fect of subsequent elections.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1 
— twenty-second act in the 
lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:01 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

3ed66b3d�48aa4047�b2d68bb9�-

d8015188�6f2cb136�1c73edd2�-

104d0a79�b48c1e98�

§ 18B-604(a) Time Limits. - No county alcoholic beverage election may be held within three years 
of the certif�ication of the results of a previous election on the same kind of alcoholic 
beverages in that county. No city alcoholic beverage election may be held within three 
years of the certif�ication of the results of a previous election on the same kind of 
alcoholic beverage in that city. Otherwise, alcoholic beverage elections may be held at 
any time, subject to the applicable provisions of this Chapter and Chapter 163.

§ 18B-604(b) Ef�fect of Favorable County Vote on City or Township. - If a majority of voters vote 
in favor of certain alcoholic beverage sales in a county election, sale of that kind of 
alcoholic beverage shall be lawful throughout the county, regardless of the vote in any 
city or township at that or any previous or subsequent election, and regardless of any 
local act making sales unlawful in that city or township, unless the local act was ratif�-
ied before the ef�fective date of Article II, Section 24(1)(j) of the Constitution of North 
Carolina. A county malt beverage or unfortif�ied [wine] election in favor of a particular 
ballot proposition which is more restrictive than the form of sale already allowed in 
a city or township within that county shall not af�fect the legality of those previously 
authorized sales in the city or township.

§ 18B-604(c) Ef�fect of Negative County Vote on City or Township. - If a majority of voters vote 
against certain alcoholic beverage sales in a county election, sale of that kind of 
alcoholic beverage shall be unlawful throughout the county, except that sale of that 
alcoholic beverage shall remain lawful in any city or township in which sale is lawful 
because of a city or township election or a local act.
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§ 18B-604(d) Ef�fect of City or Township Election on County. - A city or township alcoholic beverage 
election shall not af�fect the lawfulness of sale in any part of the county outside that 
city or township.

§ 18B-604(e) Repealed by Session Laws 2003-218, s. 2, ef�fective June 19, 2003.

§ 18B-604(f) When Sales Stop. - When the sale of any alcoholic beverage that was previously lawful 
becomes unlawful because of an election, the sale of that alcoholic beverage shall cease 
90 days after certif�ication of the results of the election.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

2 2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1937 1978 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1937 c. 49, ss. 25, 26 E N A C T E D

02 1937 c. 431 A M E N D E D

03 1947 c. 1084, ss. 1, 2, 4 A M E N D E D

04 1951 c. 999, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

05 1957 c. 816 A M E N D E D

06 1963 c. 265, ss. 1-3 A M E N D E D

07 1965 c. 506 A M E N D E D

08 1969 c. 647, s. 1 A M E N D E D

09 1971 c. 872, s. 1 A M E N D E D

10 1973 cc. 32, 33 A M E N D E D

11 1977 c. 149, s. 1 A M E N D E D

12 1977 c. 182, s. 2 A M E N D E D

13 1977 2nd Sess., c. 1138, s. 15 A M E N D E D

14 1979 c. 140, ss. 2, 3 A M E N D E D
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15 1979 c. 609, s. 1 A M E N D E D

16 1979 c. 683, s. 13 A M E N D E D

17 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1174 A M E N D E D

18 1981 c. 412, s. 2 A M E N D E D

19 1993 c. 415, s. 29 A M E N D E D

20 2003 S.L. 2003-218, s. 2 A M E N D E D

21 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

22 2018 S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-604 (2018).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-604(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1937, c. 49, ss. 25, 26; c. 431; 1947, c. 1084, ss. 1, 2, 4; 1951, c. 999, ss. 1, 2; 1957, c. 816; 1963, c. 265, ss. 1-3; 1965, c. 506; 
1969, c. 647, s. 1; 1971, c. 872, s. 1; 1973, cc. 32, 33; 1977, c. 149, s. 1; c. 182, s. 2; 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1138, s. 15; 1979, c. 140, 
ss. 2, 3; c. 609, s. 1; c. 683, s. 13; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1174; 1981, c. 412, s. 2; 1993, c. 415, s. 29; 2003-218, s. 2; 2017-6, s. 3; 
2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1.)
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