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CHAPTER 18B
ARTICLE 6 - ELECTIONS

N.C.G.S. § 18B-600.

Places eligible to hold alcoholic beverage
elections.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 02:51 UTC S4cbe7ed418242ec1aal 7412 -
. . S.L. 2024-41, s. 6(b) — f45fe3bc1dde82db376cdccg -
Carolina, as published by the ) ; .
forty-first act in the lineage 13a323b8357f88e3
General Assembly
§ 18B-600(a) Kinds of Elections. - The following kinds of alcoholic beverage elections shall be
permitted:

(1) Malt beverage;
2) Unfortified wine;
®3) ABC store; and

(4) Mixed beverage.

§ 18B-600(al) ABC Store Elections Requiring Merger. - A jurisdiction located in a county where an
ABC board is already in operation may hold an ABC store election only if all of the

following criteria are met:

(1) The jurisdiction has negotiated the details of the merger required by
G.S. 18B-700(c1) if the establishment of ABC stores is approved.

(2) The details of the planned merger, including the distribution of profits,
have been determined in accordance with G.S. 18B-703, and have been made
available to all registered voters in the jurisdiction where the ABC store

election is to be held.

§ 18B-600(b) County Elections. - Any county may hold a malt beverage, unfortified wine, or ABC

store election. A county may hold a mixed beverage election only if the county already
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§ 18B-600(c)

§ 18B-600(c1)

§ 18B-600(d)

§ 18B-600(e)

§ 18B-600(el)

operates at least one county ABC store or a county election on ABC stores is to be

held at the same time as the mixed beverage election.

City Malt Beverage and Unfortified Wine Elections. - A city may hold a malt beverage
or unfortified wine election only if the county in which the city is located has already
held such an election, the vote in the last county election was against the sale of that
kind of alcoholic beverage, andthe city has a population of 400 or more according to

the most recent federal decennial census.

Certain City Malt Beverage and Unfortified Wine Elections. - A city may hold a malt

beverage or unfortified wine election only if all of the following criteria are met:

(1) The county in which more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of the primary
corporate limits of the city is located has already held such an election, and the
vote in the last county election was against the sale of that kind of alcoholic

beverage.
(2) The city has a population of 200 or more.

&) The county in which more than fifty percent (50%) of the area of the primary
corporate limits of the city is located also contains three or more other cities

that have previously voted to allow malt beverage or unfortified wine sales.

City ABC Store Elections. - A city may hold an ABC store election only if all of the

following criteria are met:
(1) The city has at least 1,000 registered voters.
(2) The county in which the city is located does not operate ABC stores.

(3) At least one other city in the same county operates an ABC store.

City Mixed Beverage Elections. - A city may hold a mixed beverage election if the
city has at least 500 registered voters. Provided, that if a city that qualifies for an
election under this subsection approves the sale of mixed beverages, a mixed beverages
permittee in the city may purchase liquor from an ABC store that is designated as a
mixed beverage ABC store operated by any local board operating in the same county

as the permittee.

Small City Mixed Beverage Elections. - A city may also hold a mixed beverage election

if the city has at least 200 registered voters and is located in a county with at least one
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§ 18B-600(e2)

§ 18B-600(e3)
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other city that has approved the sale of mixed beverages. Provided, that if a city that
qualifies for an election under this subsection approves the sale of mixed beverages,
a mixed beverages permittee in the smaller city may purchase liquor from an ABC
store that is designated as a mixed beverage ABC store operated by any local board

operating in the same county as the permittee.

Ski Resorts ABC Elections. - Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section,
any city that provides governmental services to as many as 1,000 snow skiers weekly
during the normal ski season from December 1 through March 15, may hold an election
authorized by subdivision (a)(1), (2), or (4) of this section. If the sale of mixed beverages
is approved, notwithstanding G.S. 18B-404(c), the sales of liquor shall be made by any
local board designated by the State ABC Commission.

Repealed by Session Laws 2024-41, s. 6(b), retroactively effective November 1, 2022,

and applies to elections conducted on or after that date.

Multicounty/City ABC Elections. - If a city is located in two or more counties, the

following provisions shall apply:

(1) The city may hold a malt beverage or unfortified wine election if any county in
which a portion of the city is located has already held such an election, the vote
in the last election of the particular type was against the sale of that type of

alcoholic beverage, and the city has a population of 500 or more.

(2) The city may hold a mixed beverage election if the city has at least 500
registered voters and a county in which a portion of the city is located operates
ABC stores, or a municipality in either county in which the city is located

operates an ABC store.
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§ 18B-600(e5)

§ 18B-600(f)

(3) If an election is held by a city under this subsection, all of the city voters may
vote in the election. If the vote is for approval, alcoholic beverages may be sold
on the basis of that approval and under the provisions of this Chapter. If the
sale of mixed beverages is approved, a mixed beverage permittee may purchase
liquor from an ABC store that is designated as a mixed beverage ABC store
operated by any local board operating in the same county as the permittee. The
remaining gross receipts shall be distributed in accordance with existing law
applicable to those ABC stores, except that after the applicable distributions
have been made pursuant to G.S. 18B-805(b), (c), and (d), the local share of the
mixed beverages surcharge and the guest room cabinet surcharge required by
G.S. 18B-804(b)(8) and (9) shall be distributed one-half to the general fund of the
city where the mixed beverage permittees are located and one-half to the local

ABC boards from whose stores liquor is purchased.
Small Resort Town ABC Elections. - A town may hold a mixed beverage election if it:
(1) Was incorporated after 1990 and prior to the effective date of this subsection;

(2) Has at least 100 residents;

&) Is located in a county that borders another state and that has two other

municipalities which have ABC stores; and

() At the time of the election, has corporate boundaries that border or include

land in three counties.

Provided, that if a town that qualifies for an election under this subsection approves
the sale of mixed beverages, a mixed beverages permittee in the town may purchase
liquor from an ABC store that is designated as a mixed beverage ABC store operated

by any local board operating in the same county as the permittee.

Township Elections. - An election may be called on any of the propositions listed in

G.S. 18B-602 in any township located within:

(1) A county where ABC stores have heretofore been established by petition

pursuant to law.
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(2) A county where ABC stores have been established pursuant to law, in which
county according to data from the North Carolina Department of Commerce:
(i) one-third or more of the employment is travel related, (ii) spending on travel
exceeds four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000) per year, and where the
entirety of two townships consists of one island (and several smaller islands
not making up more than one percent (1%) of the total land area of the two

townships) where that island:

a.Has a population of 4,000 or over according to the most recent decennial federal

census;
b.Is located with one side facing the ocean and another side facing a coastal sound.

(3) Repealed by Session Laws 2004-203, s. 24, effective August 17, 2004.

An election may be called on any of the propositions listed in G.S. 18B-602(a), (d),
and (h) in any township located within a county where the population of all cities in
the county that have previously approved the sale of any kind of alcoholic beverages
comprises more than twenty percent (20%) of the total county population as of the
most recent federal census. In the case of subdivision (2) of this section, an election
may be called in the two townships voting together on the proposition contained in
G.S. 18B-602(h).

The election shall be held by the county board of elections upon request of the county
board of commissioners or upon petition of twenty-five percent (25%) of the registered
voters of the township, or in the case of subdivision (2) of this section, of the two
townships taken together. The election shall be conducted and the results determined
in the same manner as county elections held under this Article. For purposes of this
Article, townships holding any election under this subsection shall be treated on the
same basis as counties, and municipalities located within those townships shall be
treated on the same basis as cities. In the case of an election under subdivision (2) of
this subsection, the votes of the two townships counted together shall determine the

result of the election.

For purposes of this subsection, the name and boundary of a township is as it is
shown on the Redistricting Census 2000 TIGER Files with modifications made by the

Legislative Services Office on its computer database as of May 1, 2001.

In any township election held under this subsection, the area within any incorporated
municipality is excluded, and no permits may be issued under this subsection in any

excluded area.
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§ 18B-600(g)

§ 18B-600(h)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
41 ACTS

In order for an establishment to qualify for a permit under this subsection, the
establishment's gross receipts from food and nonalcoholic beverages shall be greater

than its gross receipts from alcoholic beverages.

Beautification District Elections. - In a county where ABC stores have been approved
by an election and a beautification district has been created after May, 1984, and
prior to June 30, 1990, an election authorized by subsection (a) of this section may be
called in the beautification district. The election shall be called in accordance with
G.S. 18B-601(b), conducted, and the results determined in the same manner as county
elections held under this Article. For purposes of this Article, beautification districts
holding any election shall be treated on the same basis as counties, and municipalities

located within those beautification districts shall be treated on the same basis as cities.

Railroad Passenger Terminus Location Elections. - Notwithstanding any other
provision of this section, any city or town that is the passenger terminus of a rail line
that carries at least 60,000 passengers annually may hold an election authorized by
subdivisions (a)(1) and (a)(2) of this section. Any election held under this subsection
shall be for the on-premises sale of malt beverages and the on-premises sale of
unfortified wine pursuant to G.S. 18B-602(a)(2) and G.S. 18B-602(d)(2).

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

| L1 1 PR N ST N N A L1 Lol 11 [ N |
1937 1981 2024

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
oL 1937 c. 49, ss. 25,26 ENACTED
02 1937 c. 431 AMENDED
0= 1947 c. 1084, s5. 1,2, 4 AMENDED
04 1951 €.999,ss. 1,2 AMENDED
05 1957 c. 816 AMENDED
06 1963 c. 265, s5.1-3 AMENDED
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c. 506

c.647,s.1

c.872,s.1

cc. 32,33

c.149,s. 1

c.182,s.2

2nd Sess., ¢. 1138, s. 15
c. 140,ss.2,3

c. 609,s.1

c.683,s.13

2nd Sess., c. 1174
c.412,s.2

c.747,s.49

c.113,s. 1

c.457,s.2

1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 919, s. 1
c. 766

c. 77

c. 400, s. 6

1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 976, s. 1
c.193,s. 1

c.148,s. 1

S.L. 2001-515, s. 4

S.L. 2003-218, s. 1

S.L. 2004-203, s. 24
S.L. 2005-336, s. 1

S.L. 2007-386, s. 1
S.L.2010-122, ss. 7(b), 8
S.L. 2015-103, 5. 7

S.L.2018-28,s. 1
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=4 2018 S.L.2018-65, 5. 3 AMENDED

gl 2019 S.L.2019-182, s. 16(a) AMENDED

<) 2021 S.L. 2021-150, s. 14.1 AMENDED

o 2022 S.L. 2022-44, s. 3(k) AMENDED

gL 2024 S.L. 2024-41, s. 6(b) AMENDED
s Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 18B-700(c1) (@1)(®) "details of the merger required by"

G.S. 18B-703 (@1 "have been determined in accordance with"

G.S. 18B-404(c) (€2) "of mixed beverages is approved, notwithstanding”

G.S. 18B-805(b), (c), and (d) (e4)(3) "distributions have been made pursuant to"

G.S. 18B-804(b)(8) and (9) (COIC) "guest room cabinet surcharge required by"

G.S. 18B-602 ) "any of the propositions listed in"

G.S. 18B-602(a), (d), and (h) () "any of the propositions listed in"

G.S. 18B-602(h) () "together on the proposition contained in"

G.S. 18B-601(b) @) "shall be called in accordance with"

G.S. 18B-602(a)(2) (h) "sale of unfortified wine pursuant to"”

G.S. 18B-602(d)(2) (h) "wine pursuant to G.S. 18B-602(a)(2) and"
APPARATUS 11 e

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-600 (2024).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-600(a) (2024).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1937, c. 49, ss. 25, 26; c. 431; 1947, c. 1084, ss. 1, 2, 4; 1951, c. 999, ss. 1, 2; 1957, c. 816; 1963, c. 265, ss. 1-3; 1965, c. 506;
1969, c. 647, s. 1; 1971, c. 872, s. 1; 1973, cc. 32, 33; 1977, c. 149, s. 1; ¢. 182, s. 2; 1977, 2nd Sess., c. 1138, s. 15; 1979, c. 140,
ss. 2, 3; ¢. 609, s. 1; c. 683, s. 13; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1174; 1981, c. 412, s. 2; c. 747, s. 49; 1983, c. 113, s. 1; 1983, c. 457, s. 2;
1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 919, s. 1; 1987, c. 766; 1989, c. 77; c. 400, s. 6; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 976, s. 1; 1993, ¢. 193, 5. 1;
1995, c. 148, s. 1; 2001-515, s. 4; 2003-218, s. 1; 2004-203, s. 24; 2005-336, s. 1; 2007-386, s. 1; 2010-122, ss. 7(b), 8; 2015-103,
s. 7; 2018-28, s. 1; 2018-65, s. 3; 2019-182, s. 16(a); 2021-150, s. 14.1; 2022-44, s. 3(k); 2024-41, s. 6(b).)
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