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§ 18B-500(a) Appointment. - The Secretary of Public Safety shall appoint and supervise the Director 
of the Division of Alcohol Law Enforcement of the Department of Public Safety. The 
Director of the Division of Alcohol Law Enforcement of the Department of Public 
Safety may appoint and supervise a suf�f�icient number of assistants who shall be 
competent and qualif�ied to do the work of the Division. The Director is responsible 
for making all hiring and personnel decisions of the Division. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of this Chapter or Chapter 143A of the General Statutes, the Director 
may hire or f�ire personnel and transfer personnel within the Division. The Director 
may also appoint a regular employee of the Commission as an ALE agent, provided 
the employee was employed by the ABC Commission and serving as an ALE agent 
on January 1, 2019. Alcohol law-enforcement agents shall be designated as "alcohol 
law-enforcement agents." Persons serving as reserve alcohol law-enforcement agents 
are considered employees of the Division for workers' compensation purposes while 
performing duties assigned or approved by the Director of the Division or the 
Director's designee.

§ 18B-500(b) Subject Matter Jurisdiction. - After taking the oath prescribed for a peace of�f�-
icer, an alcohol law-enforcement agent shall have authority to arrest and take other 
investigatory and enforcement actions for any criminal of�fense:

(1) Occurring, encountered, or otherwise discovered on the premises of, or 
elsewhere when the conduct relates to, a location under application for or 
holding a permit issued by the North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission or the North Carolina Education Lottery Commission.
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(2) Encountered or otherwise discovered while investigating or enforcing matters 
for the North Carolina Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission or the 
North Carolina Education Lottery Commission or encountered or otherwise 
discovered while investigating or enforcing the provisions of this Chapter, 
Chapter 18C of the General Statutes, G.S. 14-313, or Parts 1 and 2 of Article 
37 of Chapter 14 of the General Statutes.

(3) Encountered or otherwise discovered while carrying out any duty or function 
assigned to the Division by law.

(4) Occurring in an agent's presence.

(5) When assisting another law enforcement agency.

§ 18B-500(b1) Authority. - Alcohol law-enforcement agents have authority as peace of�f�icers to 
execute criminal process, respond to and take enforcement action for any crime of 
violence or breach of the peace, and any additional duties as may from time to time be 
directed by the Governor or the Secretary of Public Safety when needed for security 
purposes at a public event or to protect persons or property because of a disaster or 
state of emergency.

§ 18B-500(b2) Primary  Responsibilities.  -  The  primary  responsibilities  of  an  alcohol 
law-enforcement agent are the enforcement of this Chapter, Chapter 18C of the 
General Statutes, G.S. 14-313, and Parts 1 and 2 of Article 37 of Chapter 14 of the 
General Statutes.

§ 18B-500(c) Territorial Jurisdiction. - An alcohol law-enforcement agent is a State of�f�icer with 
jurisdiction throughout the State.

§ 18B-500(d) Service of Commission Orders. - Alcohol law-enforcement agents may serve and 
execute notices, orders, or demands issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Commission or the North Carolina State Lottery Commission for the surrender of 
permits or relating to any administrative proceeding. While serving and executing 
such notices, orders, or demands, alcohol law-enforcement agents shall have all the 
power and authority possessed by law-enforcement of�f�icers when executing an arrest 
warrant.

§ 18B-500(e) Discharge. - Alcohol law-enforcement agents are subject to the discharge provisions 
of G.S. 18B-202.
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§ 18B-500(f) Repealed by Session Laws 1995, c. 507, s. 6.2(a).

§ 18B-500(g) Shifting of Personnel From One District to Another. - The Director of the Alcohol 
Law Enforcement Division may, from time to time, shift the forces from one district to 
another or consolidate more than one district force at any point for special purposes. 
Whenever an agent of the Alcohol Law Enforcement Division is transferred from 
one district to another for the convenience of the State or for reasons other than 
the request of the agent, the Department shall be responsible for transporting the 
household goods, furniture, and personal apparel of the agent and members of the 
agent's household.
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2 7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1939 1979 2019
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1939 c. 158, s. 514 E N A C T E D

02 1943 c. 400, s. 6 A M E N D E D

03 1949 c. 974, ss. 11, 14 A M E N D E D

04 1949 c. 1251, s. 4 A M E N D E D

05 1951 c. 1056, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1951 c. 1186, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

07 1953 c. 1207, ss. 2-4 A M E N D E D

08 1957 c. 1440 A M E N D E D

09 1961 c. 645 A M E N D E D

10 1963 c. 426, ss. 1, 2, 4, 5, 12 A M E N D E D

11 1967 c. 868 A M E N D E D

12 1971 c. 872, s. 1 A M E N D E D
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13 1977 c. 70, s. 17 A M E N D E D

14 1981 c. 412, s. 2 A M E N D E D

15 1983 c. 629, s. 1 A M E N D E D

16 1983 c. 768, ss. 25.1, 25.2 A M E N D E D

17 1995 c. 466, s. 2 A M E N D E D

18 1995 c. 507, s. 6.2(a) A M E N D E D

19 2005 S.L. 2005-276, ss. 31.1(y), 31.1(z) A M E N D E D

20 2005 S.L. 2005-344, ss. 10.1(b), 10.1(c) A M E N D E D

21 2006 S.L. 2006-264, s. 35 A M E N D E D

22 2011 S.L. 2011-145, s. 19.1(z) A M E N D E D

23 2011 S.L. 2011-391, s. 43(j) A M E N D E D

24 2012 S.L. 2012-83, s. 3 A M E N D E D

25 2014 S.L. 2014-100, s. 17.1(www) A M E N D E D

26 2018 S.L. 2018-5, s. 16B.3(b) A M E N D E D

27 2019 S.L. 2019-203, s. 4 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 14-313 (b)(2) "Chapter 18C of the General Statutes,"

G.S. 18B-202 (e) "subject to the discharge provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-500 (2019).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 18B-500(a) (2019).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1939, c. 158, s. 514; 1943, c. 400, s. 6; 1949, c. 974, ss. 11, 14; c. 1251, s. 4; 1951, c. 1056, s. 1; c. 1186, ss. 1, 2; 1953, c. 1207, 
ss. 2-4; 1957, c. 1440; 1961, c. 645; 1963, c. 426, ss. 1, 2, 4, 5, 12; 1967, c. 868; 1971, c. 872, s. 1; 1977, c. 70, s. 17; 1981, c. 
412, s. 2; 1983, c. 629, s. 1; c. 768, ss. 25.1, 25.2; 1995, c. 466, s. 2; c. 507, s. 6.2(a); 2005-276, ss. 31.1(y), 31.1(z); 2005-344, 
ss. 10.1(b), 10.1(c); 2006-264, s. 35; 2011-145, s. 19.1(z); 2011-391, s. 43(j); 2012-83, s. 3; 2014-100, s. 17.1(www); 2018-5, s. 
16B.3(b); 2019-203, s. 4.)
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