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This Chapter is intended to establish a uniform system of control over the sale, purchase, transportation, 
manufacture, consumption, and possession of alcoholic beverages in North Carolina, and to provide 
procedures to insure the proper administration of the ABC laws under a uniform system throughout 
the State. This Chapter shall be liberally construed to the end that the sale, purchase, transportation, 
manufacture, consumption, and possession of alcoholic beverages shall be prohibited except as authorized 
in this Chapter. If any provision of this Chapter, or its application to any person or circumstance, is 
determined by a court or other authority of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 
provision shall be stricken and the remaining provisions shall be construed in accordance with the intent 
of the General Assembly to further limit rather than expand commerce in alcoholic beverages, and with 
respect to malt beverages, unfortif�ied wine, and fortif�ied wine, the remaining provisions shall be construed 
to enhance strict regulatory control over taxation, distribution, and sale of alcoholic beverages through the 
three-tier regulatory system and the franchise laws imposed by this Chapter.

Except as provided in this Chapter, local ordinances establishing dif�ferent rules on the manufacture, 
sale, purchase, transportation, possession, consumption, or other use of alcoholic beverages, or requiring 
additional permits or fees, are prohibited.
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
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