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§ 17E-7(a) Justice of�f�icers, other than those set forth in subsection (c1) of this section, shall not 
be required to meet any requirements of subsections (b) and (c) of this section as a 
condition of continued employment, nor shall failure of a justice of�f�icer to fulf�ill such 
requirements make him ineligible for any promotional examination for which he is 
otherwise eligible if the of�f�icer held an appointment prior to July 1, 1983, and is a 
sworn law-enforcement of�f�icer with power of arrest. The legislature f�inds, and it is 
hereby declared to be the policy of this Chapter, that such of�f�icers have satisf�ied such 
requirements by their experience. It is the intent of the Chapter that all justice of�f�icers 
employed at the entry level after the Commission has adopted the required standards 
shall meet the requirements of this Chapter. All justice of�f�icers who are exempted from 
the required entry level standards by this subsection are subject to the requirements 
of subsections (b) and (c) of this section as well as the requirements of G.S. 17E-4(a) in 
order to retain certif�ication.

§ 17E-7(b) The Commission shall provide, by regulation, that no person may be appointed as 
a justice of�f�icer at entry level, except on a temporary or probationary basis, unless 
such person has satisfactorily completed an initial preparatory program of training at 
a school certif�ied by the Commission or has been exempted from that requirement 
by the Commission pursuant to this Chapter. Upon separation of a justice of�f�icer 
from a sherif�f's of�f�ice within the temporary or probationary period of appointment, 
the probationary certif�ication shall be terminated by the Commission. Upon the 
reappointment to the same of�f�ice or appointment to another of�f�ice of an of�f�icer who 
has separated from an of�f�ice within the probationary period, the of�f�icer shall be 
charged with the amount of time served during his initial appointment and allowed 
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the remainder of the probationary period to complete the basic training requirement. 
Upon the reappointment to the same of�f�ice or appointment to another of�f�ice of an 
of�f�icer who has separated from an of�f�ice within the probationary period and who has 
remained out of service for more than one year from the date of separation, the of�-
f�icer shall be allowed another probationary period to complete such training as the 
Commission shall require by rule for an of�f�icer returning to service.

§ 17E-7(c) In addition to the requirements of subsection (b) of this section, the Commission, by 
rules and regulations, may f�ix other qualif�ications for the employment and retention 
of justice of�f�icers including minimum age, education, physical and mental standards, 
citizenship, good moral character, experience, and such other matters as relate to the 
competence and reliability of persons to assume and discharge the responsibilities of 
the of�f�ice. The Commission shall prescribe the means for presenting evidence of fulf�-
illment of these requirements. The Commission shall require the administration of 
a psychological screening examination, including a face-to-face, in-person interview 
conducted by a licensed psychologist, to determine the justice of�f�icer's psychological 
suitability to properly fulf�ill the responsibilities of the justice of�f�icer. If face-to-face, 
in-person is not practicable, the face-to-face evaluation can be virtual as long as 
both the audio and video allow for a professional clinical evaluation in a clinical 
environment. The psychological screening examination shall be given (i) prior to the 
initial certif�ication or (ii) prior to the criminal justice of�f�icer performing any action 
requiring certif�ication by the Commission.

Where minimum educational standards are not met, yet the individual shows potential 
and a willingness to achieve the standards by extra study, they may be waived by the 
Commission for the reasonable amount of time it will take to achieve the standards 
required. Upon petition from a sherif�f, the Commission may grant a waiver of any 
provisions of this section (17E-7) for any justice of�f�icer serving that sherif�f.

§ 17E-7(c1) Any justice of�f�icer appointed as a telecommunicator at the entry level after March 1, 
1998, shall meet all requirements of this Chapter. Any person employed in the capacity 
of a telecommunicator as def�ined by the Commission on or before March 1, 1998, 
shall not be required to meet any entry-level requirements as a condition of continued 
employment but shall be reported to the Commission for certif�ication. All justice of�-
f�icers who are exempted from the required entry-level standards by this subsection 
are subject to the requirements of subsections (b) and (c) of this section as well as the 
requirements of G.S. 17E-4(a) in order to retain certif�ication.

§ 17E-7(c2)
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Ef�fective July 1, 2022, any person employed as a telecommunicator by a municipal 
police agency shall meet all the requirements for telecommunicators as set forth in 
this Chapter.

§ 17E-7(d) The Commission may issue a certif�icate evidencing satisfaction of the requirements of 
subsections (b), (c), and (c1) of this section to any applicant who presents such evidence 
as may be required by its rules and regulations of satisfactory completion of a program 
or course of instruction in another jurisdiction.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 1  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1983 2002 2021
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1983 c. 558, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1987 c. 783, s. 8 A M E N D E D

03 1991 c. 265, s. 3 A M E N D E D

04 1995 c. 103, s. 7 A M E N D E D

05 1997 S.L. 1997-443, s. 20.11(c) A M E N D E D

06 2019 S.L. 2019-200, s. 12 A M E N D E D

07 2021 S.L. 2021-34, s. 1 A M E N D E D

08 2021 S.L. 2021-107, s. 3(b) A M E N D E D

09 2021 S.L. 2021-136, s. 1(d) A M E N D E D

10 2021 S.L. 2021-138, s. 7(d) A M E N D E D

11 2021 S.L. 2021-182, s. 3(d) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
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Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 17E-4(a) (a) "as well as the requirements of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 17E-7 (2021).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 17E-7(a) (2021).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1983, c. 558, s. 1; 1987, c. 783, s. 8; 1991, c. 265, s. 3; 1995, c. 103, s. 7; 1997-443, s. 20.11(c); 2019-200, s. 12; 2021-34, s. 1; 
2021-107, s. 3(b); 2021-136, s. 1(d); 2021-138, s. 7(d); 2021-182, s. 3(d).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 6392ef45…776510


