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CHAPTER 163

e d

ARTICLE 7A - REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

N.C.G.S. §163-82.17.

Change of party affiliation.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 05:40 UTC lec3e9d1a69ecal2el16eda0 -
g 3 S.L.2018-146, 5. 3.1(a), (b) — 2ef21d6d84fde67a7e6cd066 -
Carolina, as published by the . . )
twenty-third act in the lineage 0daac5140ac78c86

General Assembly

§163-82.17(a)

§163-82.17(b)

§163-82.17(c)

Registrant's Duty to Report. - Any registrant who desires to have the record of his
party affiliation or unaffiliated status changed on the registration list shall, no later
than the last day for making application to register under G.S. 163-82.6 before the
election, indicate the change on an application form as described in G.S. 163-82.3 or on
avoter registration card described in G.S. 163-82.8. No registrant shall be permitted to
change party affiliation or unaffiliated status for a primary, second primary, or special
or general election after the deadline for registration applications for that election as
set out in G.S. 163-82.6.

Verification of Affiliation Change by Mail. - When a county board of elections receives
a notice of change of party affiliation or unaffiliated status from a registrant in
that county, the county board shall send a notice, by nonforwardable mail, to the
registrant's residence address. The notice shall state that the registrant's records
will be changed to reflect the change of status if the registrant does not respond
by stating that he does not desire a change in status. The notice shall also inform
the registrant of the time that the change of affiliation status will occur, and shall
explain the provisions of subsection (d) of this section. If the Postal Service returns
the county board's notice to the registrant as undeliverable, the county board shall
send to the registrant's residence address a confirmation notice as described in
G.S. 163-82.14(d)(2). If the registrant does not respond to the confirmation notice as
described in G.S. 163-82.14(d)(2), then the county board shall proceed with the removal
of the registrant from the list of voters in accordance with G.S. 163-82.14(d).
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
23 ACTS

Board's Duty to Make Change. - If the county board confirms the registrant's address
in accordance with subsection (b) of this section and the registrant does not deny
making the application to change affiliated or unaffiliated status, the county board
of elections shall as soon as practical change the record of the registrant's party aff -
iliation, or unaffiliated status, to conform to that stated in the application. Thereafter
the voter shall be considered registered and qualified to vote in accordance with the

change, except as provided in subsection (d) of this section.

Deadline to Change Status Before Primary. - If a registrant applies to change party
affiliation or unaffiliated status later than the last day for applying to register under
G.S. 163-82.6 before a primary, the registrant shall not be entitled to vote in the
primary of a party in which the registrant's status on that last day did not entitle the

registrant to vote.

Authority of County Board or Director to Make Correction. - If at any time the
chairman or director of elections of the county board of elections is satisfied that an
error has been made in designating the party affiliation of any voter on the registration
records, then the chairman or director of elections of the county board of elections
shall make the necessary correction after receiving from the voter a sworn statement

as to the error and the correct status.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1939 1979 2018
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER

o1 1939 €.263,5.6 ENACTED

02 1949 c. 916, ss. 4, 8 AMENDED

0s 1953 c. 843 AMENDED

Oy 1955 c. 800 AMENDED

05 1955 c.871,5.3 AMENDED
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06 1957 c.784,5.5 AMENDED

o7 1963 c.303,s.1 AMENDED

08 1967 €. 775,s.1 AMENDED

) 1973 c. 793, ss. 30, 31 AMENDED

10 1973 c.1223,5.5 AMENDED

1 1975 c.234,5.2 AMENDED

2 1977 c.130,s. 1 AMENDED

13 1977 c.626,5.1 AMENDED

14 1981 c.33,5.4 AMENDED

15 1981 .219,5. 4 AMENDED

16 1983 c.576,5.4 AMENDED

= 1987 c.408,ss. 1,6 AMENDED

18 1989 c.635,5.2 AMENDED

19 1989 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1032, s. 4 AMENDED

Y 1989 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, 5. 2 AMENDED

2t 1995 c.243,5.1 AMENDED

22 2017 S.L.2017-6,5.3 AMENDED

S 2018 S.L. 2018-146, 5. 3.1(a), (b) AMENDED
o Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 163-82.6 @) "for making application to register under”

G.S. 163-82.3 @ "an application form as described in"

G.S. 163-82.8 @ "a voter registration card described in"

G.S. 163-82.14(d)(2) (b) "a confirmation notice as described in"

G.S. 163-82.14(d) (b) "list of voters in accordance with"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.17 (2018).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-82.17(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1939, c. 263, s. 6; 1949, c. 916, ss. 4, 8; 1953, c. 843; 1955, c. 800; c. 871, s. 3; 1957, c. 784, 5. 5; 1963, c. 303, s. 1; 1967, c. 775,
s. 1; 1973, ¢. 793, ss. 30, 31; c. 1223, s. 5; 1975, c. 234, s. 2; 1977, c. 130, s. 1; c. 626, s. 1; 1981, c. 33, 5. 4; c. 219, s. 4; 1983, c.
576, s.4; 1987, c. 408, ss. 1, 6; 1989, c. 635, s. 2; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1032, s. 4; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 2; 1995,
c. 243, s. 1; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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