
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 8

C H A P T E R  1 6 3
A R T I C L E  2  -  T I M E  O F  E L E C T I O N S  T O  F I L L  V A C A N C I E S

N.C.G.S. § 163-8.

Filling vacancies in State executive of�f�ices.
S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) — 
eighth act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 03:33 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

ff4838ab�05c5fbd6�234b9dd9�-

af624f75�8be9b135�c94eeef1�-

6bd10774�a3db2b3b�

If the of�f�ice of Governor or Lieutenant Governor shall become vacant, the provisions of G.S. 147-11.1 shall 
apply. If the of�f�ice of any of the following of�f�icers shall be vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise than 
by expiration of term, it shall be the duty of the Governor to appoint another to serve until his successor is 
elected and qualif�ied: Secretary of State, Auditor, Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Attorney 
General, Commissioner of Agriculture, Commissioner of Labor, and Commissioner of Insurance. Each such 
vacancy shall be f�illed by election at the f�irst election for members of the General Assembly that occurs more 
than 60 days after the vacancy has taken place, and the person chosen shall hold the of�f�ice for the remainder 
of the unexpired four-year term: Provided, that when a vacancy occurs in any of the of�f�ices named in this 
section and the term expires on the f�irst day of January succeeding the next election for members of the 
General Assembly, the Governor shall appoint to f�ill the vacancy for the unexpired term of the of�f�ice.

Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in the of�f�ice of any one of these of�f�icers for any of the causes stated in the 
preceding paragraph, the Governor may appoint an acting of�f�icer to perform the duties of that of�f�ice until 
a person is appointed or elected pursuant to this section and Article III, Section 7 of the State Constitution, 
to f�ill the vacancy and is qualif�ied.
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8  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1901 c. 89, ss. 4, 73 E N A C T E D

02 Rev. s. 4299 R E C O D I F I E D

03 C.S. s. 5920 R E C O D I F I E D

04 1967 c. 775, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1983 c. 324, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1983 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 920, s. 5 A M E N D E D

07 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

08 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 147-11.1 "shall become vacant, the provisions of"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-8 (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1901, c. 89, ss. 4, 73; Rev., s. 4299; C.S., s. 5920; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1983, c. 324, s. 1; 1985 (Reg. Sess., 1986), c. 920, s. 5; 2017-6, 
s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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