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§ 163-55(a) Residence Period for State Elections. - Every person born in the United States, and 
every person who has been naturalized, and who shall have resided in the State of 
North Carolina and in the precinct in which the person of�fers to vote for 30 days 
next preceding an election, shall, if otherwise qualif�ied as prescribed in this Chapter, 
be qualif�ied to vote in the precinct in which the person resides. Removal from one 
precinct to another in this State shall not operate to deprive any person of the right to 
vote in the precinct from which the person has removed until 30 days after the person's 
removal.

Except as provided in this Chapter, the following classes of persons shall not be 
allowed to vote in this State:

(1) Persons under 18 years of age.

(2) Any person adjudged guilty of a felony against this State or the United States, 
or adjudged guilty of a felony in another state that also would be a felony if it 
had been committed in this State, unless that person shall be f�irst restored to 
the rights of citizenship in the manner prescribed by law.

§ 163-55(b) Precincts. - For purposes of qualif�ication to vote in an election, a person's residence 
in a precinct shall be determined in accordance with G.S. 163-57. Qualif�ication to vote 
in referenda shall be treated the same as qualif�ication for elections to f�ill of�f�ices.

§ 163-55(c)
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Elections. - For purposes of the 30-day residence requirement to vote in an election in 
subsection (a) of this section, the term "election" means the day of the primary, second 
primary, general election, special election, or referendum.  (19th amendt. U.S. Const.; 
amendt. State Const., 1920; 1901, c. 89, ss. 14, 15; Rev., ss. 4315, 4316; C.S., ss. 5936, 
5937; Ex. Sess. 1920, c. 18, s. 1; 1933, c. 165, s. 4; 1945, c. 758, s. 7; 1955, c. 871, s. 2; 1967, 
c. 775, s. 1; 1971, c. 1231, s. 1; 1973, c. 793, s. 18; 2005-2, s. 2; 2008-150, s. 5(a); 2009-541, 
s. 5; 2013-381, s. 49.1; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 163-57 (b) "shall be determined in accordance with"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-55 (2026).
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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