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CHAPTER 163
ARTICLE 5 - PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS

N.C.G.S. § 163-43.

Ballot counters; appointment; qualif -
ications; oath of office.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 04:17 UTC 3b5ad0cefl7dc871208343el -
S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) — 3855¢f00b01879867fa69e13 -

Carolina, as published by the . )
tenth act in the lineage 9adb327¢253¢19ff
General Assembly

The county board of elections of any county may authorize the use of precinct ballot counters to aid the chief
judges and judges of election in the counting of ballots in any precinct or precincts within the county. The
county board of elections shall appoint the ballot counters it authorizes for each precinct or, in its discretion,
the board may delegate authority to make such appointments to the precinct chief judge, specifying the
number of ballot counters to be appointed for each precinct. A ballot counter must be a resident of the

county in which the precinct is located.

No person shall be eligible to serve as a ballot counter, who holds any elective office under the government

of the United States, or of the State of North Carolina or any political subdivision thereof.

No person shall be eligible to serve as a ballot counter, who serves as chairman of a state, congressional

district, county, or precinct political party or political organization.

No person who is the wife, husband, mother, father, son, daughter, brother or sister of any candidate for
nomination or election may serve as ballot counter during any primary or election in which such candidate

qualifies.
No person shall be eligible to serve as a ballot counter who is a candidate for nomination or election.

Upon acceptance of appointment, each ballot counter shall appear before the precinct chief judge at the
voting place immediately at the close of the polls on the day of the primary or election and take the following

oath to be administered by the chief judge:

"I, ____, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that [ will support the Constitution of the United States; that I will
be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and

authorities which are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support,
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maintain and defend the Constitution of said State not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United

States; that [ will honestly discharge the duties of ballot counter in ____ precinct

— ) ———

County for primary
(or election) held this day, and that I will fairly and honestly tabulate the votes cast in said primary (or

election); so help me, God."

The names and addresses of all ballot counters serving in any precinct, whether appointed by the county
board of elections or by the chief judge, shall be reported by the chief judge to the county board of elections

at the county canvass following the primary or election.

END OF SECTION TEXT APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
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0 T Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1953 1986 2018
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1953 c. 843 ENACTED
02 1955 c. 800 AMENDED
03 1963 c.303,5.1 AMENDED
04 1967 €. 775,5.1 AMENDED
05 1981 c.954,5.5 AMENDED
06 1985 c.563,5.10.1 AMENDED
o7 1985 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 18 AHENDED
08 1985 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 734, s. 3 AMENDED
09 2017 S.L.2017-6, s. 3 AMENDED
10 2018 S.L. 2018-146, 5. 3.1(a), (b) AHENDED
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-43 (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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