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§ 163-299(a) The ballots printed for use in general and special elections under the provisions of this 
Article shall contain:

(1) The names of all candidates who have been put in nomination in accordance 
with the provisions of this Chapter by any political party recognized in this 
State, or, in nonpartisan municipal elections, the names of all candidates who 
have f�iled notices of candidacy or who have been nominated in a nonpartisan 
primary.

(2) The names of all persons who have qualif�ied as unaf�f�iliated candidates under 
the provisions of G.S. 163-296.

(3) All questions, issues and propositions to be voted on by the people.

§ 163-299(b) The form of municipal ballots to be used in partisan municipal elections shall be the 
same as the form prescribed in this Chapter for the county ballot.

§ 163-299(c) The names of candidates for nomination or election in municipal primaries or 
elections shall be placed on the ballot in strict alphabetical order, unless the municipal 
governing body has adopted a resolution no later than 60 days prior to a primary or 
election requesting that candidates' names be rotated on ballots. In the event such 
a resolution has been adopted, then the board of elections responsible for printing 
the ballots shall have them printed so that the name of each candidate shall, as far 
as practicable, occupy alternate positions on the ballot; to that end the name of each 
candidate shall occupy with reference to the name of every other candidate for the 
same of�f�ice, f�irst position, second position and every other position, if any, upon an 
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equal number of ballots, and the ballots shall be distributed among the precinct voting 
places impartially and without discrimination.

§ 163-299(d) The provisions of Articles 14A and 15A of this Chapter shall apply to ballots used in 
municipal primaries and elections in the same manner as it is applied to county ballots.

§ 163-299(e) The rules contained in G.S. 163-182.1 and G.S. 163-182.2 for counting primary ballots 
shall  be followed in counting ballots  in municipal  primaries and nonpartisan 
primaries.

§ 163-299(f) The requirements contained in G.S. 163-182.2(b) shall apply to all municipal elections.

§ 163-299(g) The county board of elections shall, in addition to the requirements contained in 
G.S. 163-182.5 canvass the results in a nonpartisan municipal primary, election or 
runof�f election, and in a special district election, the number of legal votes cast in each 
precinct for each candidate, the name of each person voted for, and the total number 
of votes cast in the municipality or special district for each person for each dif�ferent 
of�f�ice.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1971 1995 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1971 c. 835, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1979 c. 534, s. 4 A M E N D E D

03 1979 c. 806 A M E N D E D

04 2001 S.L. 2001-398, ss. 10 - 12 A M E N D E D

05 2001 S.L. 2001-460, ss. 7, 8 A M E N D E D

06 2004 S.L. 2004-127, s. 5 A M E N D E D

07 2011 S.L. 2011-31, s. 22 A M E N D E D

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 67420e12…1bd860



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 2 9 9

08 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

09 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

5  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 163-296 (a)(2) "unaf�f�iliated candidates under the provisions of"

G.S. 163-182.1 (e) "The rules contained in"

G.S. 163-182.2 (e) "rules contained in G.S. 163-182.1 and"

G.S. 163-182.2(b) (f) "The requirements contained in"

G.S. 163-182.5 (g) "addition to the requirements contained in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-299 (2018).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-299(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1971, c. 835, s. 1; 1979, c. 534, s. 4; c. 806; 2001-398, ss. 10 - 12; 2001-460, ss. 7, 8; 2004-127, s. 5; 2011-31, s. 22; 2017-6, s. 3; 
2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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