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§ 163-294.2(a) Each person of�fering himself as a candidate for election to any municipal of�f�ice 
in municipalities whose elections are nonpartisan shall do so by f�iling a notice of 
candidacy with the board of elections in the following form, inserting the words in 
parentheses when appropriate:

"Date ______;

I hereby f�ile notice that I am a candidate for election to the of�f�ice of ______   (at large) 
(for the ______ Ward) in the regular municipal election to be held in ________ on ____, 
____

(municipality)

Signed ___________

(Name of Candidate)

Witness: _______

For the Board of Elections"

The notice of candidacy shall be either signed in the presence of the chairman or 
secretary of the board of elections or the director of elections of that county, or signed 
and acknowledged before an of�f�icer authorized to take acknowledgments who shall 
certify the notice under seal. An acknowledged and certif�ied notice may be mailed to 
the board of elections. The candidate shall sign the notice of candidacy with his legal 
name and, in his discretion, any nickname by which he is commonly known, in the 
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form that he wishes it to appear upon the ballot but substantially as follows: "Richard 
D. (Dick) Roc." A candidate may also, in lieu of his legal f�irst name and legal middle 
initial or middle name (if any) sign his nickname, provided that he appends to the 
notice of candidacy an af�f�idavit that he has been commonly known by that nickname 
for at least f�ive years prior to the date of making the af�f�idavit, and notwithstanding the 
previous sentence, if the candidate has used his nickname in lieu of f�irst and middle 
names as permitted by this sentence, unless another candidate for the same of�f�ice who 
f�iles a notice of candidacy has the same last name, the nickname shall be printed on 
the ballot immediately before the candidate's surname but shall not be enclosed by 
parentheses. If another candidate for the same of�f�ice who f�iled a notice of candidacy 
has the same last name, then the candidate's name shall be printed on the ballot in 
accordance with the next sentence of this subsection. The candidate shall also include 
with the af�f�idavit the way his name (as permitted by law) should be listed on the ballot 
if another candidate with the same last name f�iles a notice of candidacy for that of�f�ice.

§ 163-294.2(b) Only persons who are registered to vote in the municipality shall be permitted to f�-
ile notice of candidacy for election to municipal of�f�ice. The board of elections shall 
inspect the voter registration lists immediately upon receipt of the notice of candidacy 
and shall cancel the notice of candidacy of any candidate who is not eligible to vote in 
the election. The board shall give notice of cancellation to any candidate whose notice 
of candidacy has been cancelled under this subsection by mail or by having the notice 
served on him by the county sherif�f.

§ 163-294.2(c) Candidates seeking municipal of�f�ice shall f�ile their notices of candidacy with the 
board of elections no earlier than 12:00 noon on the f�irst Friday in July and no later 
than 12:00 noon on the third Friday in July preceding the election, except:

(1) In the year following a federal decennial census, candidates seeking municipal 
of�f�ice in any city which elects members of its governing board on a district 
basis, or requires that candidates reside in a district in order to run, shall f�ile 
their notices of candidacy with the board of elections no earlier than 12:00 noon 
on the fourth Monday in July and no later than 12:00 noon on the second Friday 
in August preceding the election; and

(2) In the second year following a federal decennial census, if the election is held 
then under G.S. 160A-23.1, candidates seeking municipal of�f�ice shall f�ile their 
notices of candidacy with the board of elections at the same time as notices of 
candidacy for county of�f�icers are required to be f�iled under G.S. 163-106.
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Notices of candidacy which are mailed must be received by the board of elections 
before the f�iling deadline regardless of the time they were deposited in the mails.

§ 163-294.2(d) Any person may withdraw his notice of candidacy at any time prior to the close of 
business on the third business day prior to the f�iling deadline prescribed in subsection 
(c), and shall be entitled to a refund of his f�iling fee if he does so.

§ 163-294.2(e) The f�iling fee for the primary or election shall be f�ixed by the governing board not 
later than the day before candidates are permitted to begin f�iling notices of candidacy. 
There shall be a minimum f�iling fee of f�ive dollars ($5.00). The governing board shall 
have the authority to set the f�iling fee at not less than f�ive dollars ($5.00) nor more than 
one percent (1%) of the annual salary of the of�f�ice sought unless one percent (1%) of 
the annual salary of the of�f�ice sought is less than f�ive dollars ($5.00), in which case the 
minimum f�iling fee of f�ive dollars ($5.00) will be charged. The fee shall be paid to the 
board of elections at the time notice of candidacy is f�iled.

§ 163-294.2(f) No person may f�ile a notice of candidacy for more than one municipal of�f�ice at the 
same election. If a person has f�iled a notice of candidacy for one of�f�ice with the board 
of elections under this section, then a notice of candidacy may not later be f�iled for 
any other municipal of�f�ice for the election unless the notice of candidacy for the f�irst 
of�f�ice is withdrawn f�irst.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 9  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1971 1995 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1971 c. 835, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 870, s. 2 A M E N D E D

03 1975 c. 370, s. 2 A M E N D E D

04 1977 c. 265, s. 18 A M E N D E D
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05 1981 c. 32, s. 3 A M E N D E D

06 1983 c. 330, s. 3 A M E N D E D

07 1983 c. 644, ss. 1, 2 A M E N D E D

08 1985 c. 472, s. 5 A M E N D E D

09 1985 c. 558, s. 3 A M E N D E D

10 1985 c. 599, s. 1 A M E N D E D

11 1985 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1012, s. 4 A M E N D E D

12 1995 c. 243, s. 1 A M E N D E D

13 1999 S.L. 1999-227, s. 6 A M E N D E D

14 1999 S.L. 1999-456, s. 59 A M E N D E D

15 2006 S.L. 2006-192, s. 5 A M E N D E D

16 2009 S.L. 2009-414, s. 3 A M E N D E D

17 2013 S.L. 2013-381, s. 21.2 A M E N D E D

18 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

19 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 160A-23.1 (c)(2) "the election is held then under"

G.S. 163-106 (c)(2) "are required to be f�iled under"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-294.2 (2018).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-294.2(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1971, c. 835, s. 1; 1973, c. 870, s. 2; 1975, c. 370, s. 2; 1977, c. 265, s. 18; 1981, c. 32, s. 3; 1983, c. 330, s. 3; c. 644, ss. 1, 2; 
1985, c. 472, s. 5; c. 558, s. 3; c. 599, s. 1; 1989 (Reg. Sess., 1990), c. 1012, s. 4; 1995, c. 243, s. 1; 1999-227, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 59; 
2006-192, s. 5; 2009-414, s. 3; 2013-381, s. 21.2; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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