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§ 163-293(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, nonpartisan municipal elections in cities 
using the election and runof�f election method shall be determined by a majority of 
the votes cast. A majority within the meaning of this section shall be determined as 
follows:

(1) When more than one person is seeking election to a single of�f�ice, the majority 
shall be ascertained by dividing the total vote cast for all candidates by two. 
Any excess of the sum so ascertained shall be a majority, and the candidate who 
obtains a majority shall be declared elected.

(2) When more persons are seeking election to two or more of�f�ices (constituting 
a group) than there are of�f�ices to be f�illed, the majority shall be ascertained by 
dividing the total vote cast for all candidates by the number of of�f�ices to be 
f�illed, and by dividing the result by two. Any excess of the sum so ascertained 
shall be a majority, and the candidates who obtain a majority shall be declared 
elected. If more candidates obtain a majority than there are of�f�ices to be f�illed, 
those having the highest vote (equal to the number of of�f�ices to be f�illed) shall 
be declared elected.

§ 163-293(b) If no candidate for a single of�f�ice receives a majority of the votes cast, or if an insuf�f�-
icient number of candidates receives a majority of the votes cast for a group of of�f�ices, 
a runof�f election shall be held as herein provided:

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 99965934…09e3d0



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 2 9 3

(1) If no candidate for a single of�f�ice receives a majority of the votes cast, the 
candidate receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected unless 
the candidate receiving the second highest number of votes requests a runof�f 
election in accordance with subsection (c) of this section. In the runof�f election 
only the names of the two candidates who received the highest and next highest 
number of votes shall be printed on the ballot. No space for write-in votes shall 
be included on the ballot for the runof�f election.

(2) If candidates for two or more of�f�ices (constituting a group) are to be selected 
and aspirants for some or all of the positions within the group do not receive 
a majority of the votes, those candidates equal in number to the positions 
remaining to be f�illed and having the highest number of votes shall be declared 
elected unless some one or all of the candidates equal in number to the 
positions remaining to be f�illed and having the second highest number of 
votes shall request a runof�f election in accordance with subsection (c) of this 
section. In the runof�f election to elect candidates for the positions in the 
group remaining to be f�illed, the names of all those candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes and demanding a runof�f election shall be printed on 
the ballot. No space for write-in votes shall be included on the ballot for the 
runof�f election.

§ 163-293(c) The canvass of the f�irst election shall be held on the seventh day after the election. A 
candidate entitled to a runof�f election may do so by f�iling a written request for a runof�f 
election with the board of elections no later than 12:00 noon on the Thursday after 
the result of the f�irst election has been of�f�icially declared. In accepting the f�iling of 
complaints concerning the conduct of an election, a board of elections shall be subject 
to the rules concerning Sundays and holidays set forth in G.S. 103-5.

§ 163-293(d) Tie votes; how determined:

(1) If there is a tie for the highest number of votes in a f�irst election, the board of 
elections shall conduct a recount and declare the results. If the recount shows 
a tie vote, a runof�f election between the two shall be held unless one of the 
candidates, within three days after the result of the recount has been of�f�icially 
declared, f�iles a written notice of withdrawal with the board of elections. 
Should that be done, the remaining candidate shall be declared elected.
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(2) If one candidate receives the highest number of votes cast in a f�irst election, 
but short of a majority, and there is a tie between two or more of the other 
candidates receiving the second highest number of votes, the board of elections 
shall declare the candidate having the highest number of votes to be elected, 
unless all but one of the tied candidates give written notice of withdrawal to 
the board of elections within three days after the result of the f�irst election has 
been of�f�icially declared. If all but one of the tied candidates withdraw within the 
prescribed three-day period, and the remaining candidate demands a runof�f 
election in accordance with subsection (c) of this section, a runof�f election shall 
be held between the candidate who received the highest vote and the remaining 
candidate who received the second highest vote.

§ 163-293(e) Runof�f elections shall be held on the date f�ixed in G.S. 163-279(a)(4). Persons whose 
registrations become valid between the date of the f�irst election and the runof�f election 
shall be entitled to vote in the runof�f election, but in all other respects the runof�-
f election shall be held under the laws, rules, and regulations provided for the f�irst 
election.

§ 163-293(f) A second runof�f election shall not be held. The candidates receiving the highest 
number of votes in a runof�f election shall be elected. If in a runof�f election there is 
a tie for the highest number of votes between two candidates, the board of elections 
shall determine the winner by lot.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1971 1995 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1971 c. 835, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 793, s. 90 A M E N D E D

03 1973 1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 553, s. 3 A M E N D E D
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04 2003 S.L. 2003-278, s. 10(g) A M E N D E D

05 2010 S.L. 2010-170, s. 15.5(a) A M E N D E D

06 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

07 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 103-5 (c) "Sundays and holidays set forth in"

G.S. 163-279(a)(4) (e) "held on the date f�ixed in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-293 (2018).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-293(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 99965934…09e3d0



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 2 9 3

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E
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2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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