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CHAPTER 163

.

ARTICLE 23 - MUNICIPAL ELECTION PROCEDURE

N.C.G.S. § 163-290.

Alternative methods of determining the
results of municipal elections.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 01:27 UTC B44d2203adhcf5ed190157801
. . S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) — 7d9757¢8a0a58375296ffe20 -
Carolina, as published by the ) ) )
third act in the lineage ff5ch2492973a646

General Assembly

§ 163-290(a)

§ 163-290(b)

Each city, town, village, and special district in this State shall operate under one of
the following alternative methods of nominating candidates for and determining the

results of its elections:

(1) The partisan primary and election method set out in G.S. 163-291.

(2) The nonpartisan primary and election method set out in G.S. 163-294.
3) The nonpartisan plurality method set out in G.S. 163-292.

() The nonpartisan election and runoff election method set out in G.S. 163-293.

Each city whose charter provides for partisan municipal elections as of January 1, 1972,
shall operate under the partisan primary and election method until such time as its
charter is amended to provide for nonpartisan elections. Each city, town, village, and
special district whose elections are by charter or general law nonpartisan may select
the nonpartisan primary and election method, the nonpartisan plurality method, or
the nonpartisan election and runoff election method by resolution of the municipal
governing board adopted and filed with the State Board of Elections not later than
5:00 P.M. Monday, January 31, 1972, except that a city whose charter provides for a
nonpartisan primary as of January 1, 1972, may not select the plurality method unless
its charter is so amended. If the municipal governing board does not exercise its option
to select another choice before that time, the municipality shall operate under the

method specified in the following table:

Cities, towns and villages of
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3 ACTS
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4 AUTHORITIES

less than 5,000Plurality
Cities, towns and villages of
5,000 or moreElection and Runoff Election

Special districtsPlurality
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After January 31, 1972, each city, town and village may change its method of election

from one to another of the methods set out in subsection (a) by act of the General

Assembly or in the manner provided by law for amendment of its charter.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED
Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

I L1
1971 1995 2018
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR  DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
01 1971 c.835,s.1 SN
02 2017 S.L.2017-6,s. 3 AMENDED
03 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) SRR RES
Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section
itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S.163-291 (@)1) "and election method set out in"
G.S. 163-294 (@(2) "and election method set out in"
G.S. 163-292 @13) "nonpartisan plurality method set out in"
G.S. 163-293 @) "runoff election method set out in"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-290 (2018).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-290(a) (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1971, c. 835, s. 1; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)
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