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It shall be the duty and power of the State Board:

To prescribe forms of statements and other information required to be f�iled by this Article, to furnish such 
forms to the county boards of elections and individuals, media or others required to f�ile such statements 
and information, and to prepare, publish and distribute or cause to be distributed to all candidates at the 
time they f�ile notices of candidacy a manual setting forth the provisions of this Article and a prescribed 
uniform system for accounts required to f�ile statements by this Article.

To accept and f�ile any information voluntarily supplied that exceeds the requirements of this Article.

To develop a f�iling, coding, and cross-indexing system consonant with the purposes of this Article.

To make statements and other information f�iled with it available to the public at a charge not to exceed 
actual cost of copying.

To preserve reports and statements f�iled under this Article. Such reports and statements, after a period 
of two years following the election year, may be transferred to the Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources, Of�f�ice of Archives and History, and shall be preserved for a period of 10 years.

To prepare and publish such reports as it may deem appropriate.

To make investigations to the extent the State Board deems necessary with respect to statements f�iled under 
the provisions of this Article and with respect to alleged failures to f�ile any statement required under the 
provisions of this Article or Article 22M of [this Chapter of] the General Statutes and, upon complaint, 
signed and sworn under oath or af�f�irmation, by any registered voter, with respect to alleged violations of 
any part of this Article or Article 22M of [this Chapter of] the General Statutes. All investigations shall be 
conf�idential, and no investigation shall be initiated more than four years from the earliest of the following 
dates:

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 46a1789a…cc192c



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 2 7 8 . 2 2

a.	The facts constituting the violation are known to the State Board or county board with jurisdiction.

b.	The facts constituting the violation can be determined from the public record.

c.	The complainant knew or should have known of the conduct upon which the complaint is based.

To request and receive conf�idential recommendations from the State Ethics Commission regarding the 
appropriateness of a criminal referral of campaign f�inance violations.

After investigation and receipt of the conf�idential recommendations regarding the appropriateness of a 
criminal referral for campaign f�inance violations, to report apparent violations by candidates, political 
committees, referendum committees, legal expense funds, individuals or persons to the proper district 
attorney as provided in G.S. 163-278.27.

To prescribe and furnish forms of statements and other material to the county boards of elections for 
distribution to candidates and committees required to be f�iled with the county boards.

To instruct the chairman and director of elections of each county board as to their respective duties and 
responsibilities relative to the administration of this Article.

To require appropriate certif�ication of delinquent or late f�ilings from the county boards of elections and to 
execute the same responsibilities relative to such reports as provided in G.S. 163-278.27.

To assist county boards of elections in resolving questions arising from the administration of this Article.

To require county boards of elections to hold such hearings, make such investigations, and make reports to 
the State Board as the State Board deems necessary in the administration of this Article.

To calculate, assess, and collect civil penalties pursuant to this Article.

To establish a process for determination as to whether communication is an expenditure, independent 
expenditure, or electioneering communication prior to the airing or distribution of that communication 
when so requested by an individual or person producing a communication. The responsibility for the 
determination may be delegated to the Executive Director. If the responsibility is delegated to the Executive 
Director, the process established by the State Board shall require a written determination by the Executive 
Director to include stated f�indings and an opportunity for immediate appeal to the State Board of the 
determination by the Executive Director.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 4  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1973 1996 2018
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1973 c. 1272, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1975 c. 798, s. 8 A M E N D E D

03 1977 c. 626, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 1979 c. 500, ss. 9, 12, 13 A M E N D E D

05 1979 c. 1073, s. 18 A M E N D E D

06 1995 c. 243, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 1997 S.L. 1997-515, s. 7(e) A M E N D E D

08 2002 S.L. 2002-159, s. 35(n) A M E N D E D

09 2007 S.L. 2007-349, ss. 2, 3 A M E N D E D

10 2010 S.L. 2010-170, s. 6 A M E N D E D

11 2010 2015- 241, s. 14.30(s) A M E N D E D

12 2016 S.L. 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 5(k) A M E N D E D

13 2017 S.L. 2017-6, ss. 2, 3, 7(k) A M E N D E D

14 2018 S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 4.2(b), 4.11(c) A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 163-278.27 (null)(8) "proper district attorney as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-278.22 (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1973, c. 1272, s. 1; 1975, c. 798, s. 8; 1977, c. 626, s. 1; 1979, c. 500, ss. 9, 12, 13; c. 1073, s. 18; 1995, c. 243, s. 1; 1997-515, s. 
7(e); 2002-159, s. 35(n); 2007-349, ss. 2, 3; 2010-170, s. 6; 2015- 241, s. 14.30(s); 2016-125, 4th Ex. Sess., s. 5(k); 2017-6, ss. 2, 
3, 7(k); 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 4.2(b), 4.11(c).)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
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U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 46a1789a…cc192c


