NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 163-274

CHAPTER 163

. d

ARTICLE 22 - CORRUPT PRACTICES AND OTHER OFFENSES AGAINST THE ELECTIVE FRANCHISE

N.C.G.S. § 163-274.

Certain acts declared misdemeanors.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North 21 September 2026, 01:27 UTC oadadeatddesdagsiiidachil
. . S.L. 2025-25, s. 29(1) — 2865289aac21541a47b61550 -
Carolina, as published by the ) ) .
nineteenth act in the lineage a75d39cfcfaa7a83
General Assembly
§163-274(a) Class 2 Misdemeanors. - Any person who shall, in connection with any primary or

election in this State, do any of the acts and things declared in this subsection to be

unlawful, shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. It shall be unlawful to do any of

the following:

1)

For any person to fail, as an officer or as a judge or chief judge of a primary or
election, or as a member of any board of elections, to prepare the books, ballots,
and return blanks which it is the person's duty under the law to prepare, or to
distribute the same as required by law, or to perform any other duty imposed

upon that person within the time and in the manner required by law.

For any member, director, or employee of a board of elections to alter a voter
registration application or other voter registration record without either the
written authorization of the applicant or voter or the written authorization of

the State Board of Elections.

For any person to continue or attempt to act as a judge or chief judge of a
primary or election, or as a member of any board of elections, after having been
legally removed from such position and after having been given notice of such

removal.

For any person to break up or by force or violence to stay or interfere with

the holding of any primary or election, to interfere with the possession of any
ballot box, election book, ballot, or return sheet by those entitled to possession
of the same under the law, or to interfere in any manner with the performance
of any duty imposed by law upon any election officer or member of any board

of elections.
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(5)

)

(9)

For any person to be guilty of any boisterous conduct so as to disturb any
member of any election board or any chief judge or judge of election in the

performance of that person's duties as imposed by law.

For any person to bet or wager any money or other thing of value on any

election.

For any person, directly or indirectly, to discharge or threaten to discharge from
employment, or otherwise intimidate or oppose any legally qualified voter on
account of any vote such voter may cast or consider or intend to cast, or not to

cast, or which that voter may have failed to cast.

For any person to publish in a newspaper or pamphlet or otherwise, any charge
derogatory to any candidate or calculated to affect the candidate's chances of
nomination or election, unless such publication be signed by the party giving

publicity to and being responsible for such charge.

For any person to publish or cause to be circulated derogatory reports with
reference to any candidate in any primary or election, knowing such report
to be false or in reckless disregard of its truth or falsity, when such report is
calculated or intended to affect the chances of such candidate for nomination

or election.

For any person to give or promise, in return for political support or influence,

any political appointment or support for political office.

For any chair of a county board of elections or other returning officer to fail or
neglect, willfully or of malice, to perform any duty, act, matter or thing required
or directed in the time, manner and form in which said duty, matter or thing is
required to be performed in relation to any primary, general or special election

and the returns thereof.

For any clerk of the superior court to refuse to make and give to any person
applying in writing for the same a duly certified copy of the returns of any
primary or election or of a tabulated statement to a primary or election, the
returns of which are by law deposited in his office, upon the tender of the fees

therefor.

For any person willfully and knowingly to impose upon any blind or illiterate
voter a ballot in any primary or election contrary to the wish or desire of such
voter, by falsely representing to such voter that the ballot proposed to the voter

is such as the voter desires.
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§ 163-274(b)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
19 ACTS

(14)

Except as authorized by G.S. 163-82.15, for any person to provide false
information, or sign the name of any other person, to a written report under
G.S. 163-82.15.

For any person to be compensated based on the number of forms submitted for

assisting persons in registering to vote.

For any person who is not an elections official or who is not otherwise
authorized by law to retain a registrant's signature, full or partial Social
Security number, date of birth, or the identity of the public agency at which the
registrant registered under G.S. 163-82.20, any email address submitted under
Article 7A of this Chapter, or drivers license number from any form described
in G.S. 163-82.3 after submission of the form to the county board of elections

or elections official.

Class 1 Misdemeanor. - Any person who, in connection with any primary or election in

this State, violates any provision of this subsection is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

It shall be unlawful to do any of the following:

1)

For any person who has access to an official voted ballot or record to knowingly

disclose in violation of G.S. 163-165.1(e) how an individual has voted that ballot.

For any person to impersonate a chief judge, judge of election, or other precinct
official while in the discharge of duties in the registration of voters or in

conducting any primary or election.

For any person other than the State Board or a county board of elections, or any
employee of the State Board or a county board of elections, to affix or print any
identifier for the purpose of tracking the form on any absentee ballot request

form.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1931

1978 2025

TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
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Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
ot 1931 c.348,5.9 ENACTED
02 1951 c.983,5.1 AMENDED
03 1967 €. 775,s.1 AMENDED
o4 1979 c.135,5.3 AMENDED
0% 1987 c. 565,5. 13 AMENDED
06 1987 c.583,5.9 AMENDED
o7 1993 c.539, 5. 1112 AMENDED
bz 1994 Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c) AMENDED
09 1994 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 58(a)-(c) AMENDED
10 1999 S.L.1999-424, s. 7(h) AMENDED
1L 1999 S.L. 1999-426, s. 2(a) AMENDED
12 1999 S.L. 1999-455, 5. 21 AMENDED
= 2007 S.L. 2007-391, ss. 9(b), 16(b) AMENDED
1 2013 S.L.2013-381, 5. 14.1 AMENDED
15 2017 S.L.2017-6, 5.3 AMENDED
= 2018 S.L. 2018-13, 5. 3.9(a) AMENDED
1y 2018 S.L. 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b) AMENDED
i 2023 S.L. 2023-140, s. 37(a) AMENDED
9 2025 S.L. 2025-25, 5. 29(1) AMENDED

APPARATUS Il
4 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 163-82.15 (@@14) "Except as authorized by"

G.S. 163-82.20 (@)(16) "at which the registrant registered under”
G.S.163-82.3 (@)(16) "number from any form described in"
G.S. 163-165.1(e) (0)(1) "to knowingly disclose in violation of"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-274 (2025).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-274(a) (2025).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE

(1931, c. 348, 5. 9; 1951, c. 983, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1979, c. 135, s. 3; 1987, c. 565, s. 13; c. 583, 5. 9; 1993, c. 539, s. 1112;
1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 762, s. 58(a)-(c); 1999-424, s. 7(h); 1999-426, s. 2(a); 1999-455, s. 21;
2007-391, ss. 9(b), 16(b); 2013-381, s. 14.1; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-13, s. 3.9(a); 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b); 2023-140, s. 37(a); 2025-25, s.
29(1).)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO s
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 755d3de2...aa7a83




