
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 3 - 2 2 8

C H A P T E R  1 6 3
A R T I C L E  2 0  -  A B S E N T E E  B A L L O T

N.C.G.S. § 163-228.

Register of absentee requests, applications, 
and ballots issued; a public record.

S O U R C E

General Statutes of North 
Carolina, as published by the 
General Assembly

L A S T  A M E N D M E N T  I N  T H I S  
T E X T

S.L. 2023-140, ss. 1(e), 35 — 
seventeenth act in the lineage

R E T R I E V E D

21 September 2026, 04:21 UTC
S O U R C E  F I N G E R P R I N T

d861b5cc�db696c79�baca4084�-

4d862dbe�df1cc6bc�df41aea1�-

a8dd3f30�a6ea0174�

§ 163-228(a) With respect to each request for mail-in absentee ballots, the State Board shall approve 
an of�f�icial register in which the county board of elections in each county of the State 
shall record the following information:

(1) Name of voter for whom application and ballots are being requested, and, if 
applicable, the name and address of the voter's near relative or verif�iable legal 
guardian who requested the application and ballots for the voter.

(2) Number of assigned voter's application when issued.

(3) Precinct in which the applicant is registered.

(4) Address to which ballots are to be mailed.

(5) Repealed by Session Laws 2009-537, s. 3, ef�fective January 1, 2010, and 
applicable with respect to elections held on or after that date.

(6) Date request for application for ballots is received by the county board of 
elections.

(7) The voter's party af�f�iliation.

(8) The date the ballots were mailed or delivered to the voter.

(9) Whatever additional information and of�f�icial action may be required by this 
Article.

§ 163-228(a1)
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Recodif�ied as G.S. 163-166.50 by Session Laws 2023-140, s. 1(e), ef�fective January 1, 
2024, and applicable to elections on or after that date.

§ 163-228(b) The State Board may provide for the of�f�icial register required by this section to be kept 
by electronic data processing equipment.

§ 163-228(c) The of�f�icial register required by this section shall be conf�idential and not a public 
record until the opening of the voting place in accordance with G.S. 163-166.25, at 
which time the of�f�icial register shall constitute a public record.

§ 163-228(d) The State Board shall require the county board of elections to transmit information in 
the of�f�icial register provided for in this section and the list required by G.S. 163-232 
to the State Board. The State Board shall adopt rules to implement this subsection, 
including frequency of transmittal.

§ 163-228(e) Notwithstanding subsection (c) of this section, the State Board or a county board of 
elections shall inform the voter of the status of that voter's request for mail-in absentee 
ballots upon inquiry of the voter or the voter's near relative or verif�iable legal guardian.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

1 7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1939 1981 2023
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1939 c. 159, ss. 3, 9 E N A C T E D

02 1945 c. 758, s. 8 A M E N D E D

03 1953 c. 1114 A M E N D E D

04 1963 c. 457, s. 3 A M E N D E D

05 1965 c. 1208 A M E N D E D

06 1967 c. 775, s. 1 A M E N D E D

07 1967 c. 952, s. 4 A M E N D E D
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08 1973 c. 536, s. 1 A M E N D E D

09 1977 c. 469, s. 1 A M E N D E D

10 1991 c. 636, s. 21 A M E N D E D

11 1999 S.L. 1999-455, s. 7 A M E N D E D

12 2009 S.L. 2009-537, s. 3 A M E N D E D

13 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

14 2018 S.L. 2018-144, s. 3.4(h) A M E N D E D

15 2018 S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 4.9 A M E N D E D

16 2019 S.L. 2019-239, s. 1.1(a) A M E N D E D

17 2023 S.L. 2023-140, ss. 1(e), 35 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 163-166.50 (a1) "Recodif�ied as"

G.S. 163-166.25 (c) "the voting place in accordance with"

G.S. 163-232 (d) "section and the list required by"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-228 (2023).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-228(a) (2023).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1939, c. 159, ss. 3, 9; 1945, c. 758, s. 8; 1953, c. 1114; 1963, c. 457, s. 3; 1965, c. 1208; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; c. 952, s. 4; 1973, c. 536, 
s. 1; 1977, c. 469, s. 1; 1991, c. 636, s. 21; 1999-455, s. 7; 2009-537, s. 3; 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-144, s. 3.4(h); 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), 
(b), 4.9; 2019-239, s. 1.1(a); 2023-140, ss. 1(e), 35.)
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