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CHAPTER 163

ARTICLE 15A - COUNTING BALLOTS, CANVASSING VOTES, AND CERTIFYING RESULTS IN PRECINCT AND COUNTY

N.C.G.S.§163-182.17.

Summary of officials' duties under this
Article.
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§163-182.17(a) This Section a Summary. - The provisions of this section provide a nonexclusive

summary of the duties given to officials under this Article. The legal duty is contained,

not in this section, but in the other sections of this Article.

§ 163-182.17(b) Duties of the Precinct Officials. - Precinct officials, in accordance with rules of the
State Board of Elections and under the supervision of the county board of elections,

shall perform all of the following:

(1) Count votes when votes are required to be counted at the voting place.
G.S. 163-182.2.

(2) Make an unofficial report of returns to the county board of elections.
G.S. 163-182.2.

(3) Certify the integrity of the vote and the security of the official ballots at the
voting place. G.S. 163-182.2.

) Return official ballots and equipment to the county board of elections.
G.S. 163-182.2.
§163-182.17(c) Duties of the County Board of Elections. - The county board of elections, in accordance

with rules of the State Board of Elections, shall perform all of the following:

(1) Count absentee and provisional official ballots and other official ballots

required to be initially counted by the county board of elections. G.S. 163-182.2.
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(2)

)

Canvass results in all ballot items on the official ballot in the county.

G.S. 163-182.5.

Order a recount in any ballot item on the official ballot in the county, where
necessary to complete the canvass, and where not prohibited from doing so.
G.S. 163-182.7.

Conduct any recount that has been ordered by the county board of elections or
the State Board of Elections or that has been properly demanded in accordance
with G.S. 163-182.7(b).

Conduct hearings in election protests as provided in G.S. 163-182.10.
Prepare abstracts of returns in all the ballot items in the county. G.S. 163-182.6.

Retain one original abstract and distribute the other two originals as follows:

a.One to the clerk of superior court in the county.

b.One to the State Board of Elections. G.S. 163-182.6.

(8)

Issue a certificate of nomination or election or a certificate of the results of a
referendum in each ballot item within the jurisdiction of the county board of

elections. Provide a copy of the certificate to the clerk of court. G.S. 163-182.15.

§163-182.17(d) Duties of the State Board of Elections. - The State Board of Elections shall perform all

the following:

1)

(6)

Promulgate rules as directed in this Article. G.S. 163-182.1, 163-182.2,
163-182.7, 163-182.10, and 163-182.13.

Provide supervisory direction to the county boards of elections as provided in

this Article. G.S. 163-182.1 and G.S. 163-182.2.

Canvass the results in ballot items within the jurisdiction of the State Board of

Elections. G.S. 163-182.5.

Order and supervise a recount in any ballot item within the jurisdiction
of the State Board of Elections, where necessary to complete the canvass.

G.S. 163-182.7.

Hear and decide appeals from decisions of county boards of elections in
election protests. G.S. 163-182.11.

Order new elections in accordance with G.S. 163-182.15.
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§163-182.17(e)

§163-182.17(f)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
10 AUTHORITIES

(@) Prepare, in duplicate originals, composite abstracts of ballot items within the

jurisdiction of the State Board of Elections. G.S. 163-182.6.

(8) Retain one original of the composite abstract and deliver to the Secretary of
State the other original composite abstract of the results of ballot items within
the jurisdiction of the State Board of Elections. G.S. 163-182.6.

(9) Certify the results of any election within the jurisdiction of the State Board of
Elections and provide a copy to the Secretary of State. G.S. 163-182.15.

Duties of the Secretary of State. - The Secretary of State shall retain and compile in
a useful form all the abstracts and returns provided by the county boards of elections
and the State Board of Elections. G.S. 163-182.6.

Duty of the Governor. - The Governor shall issue a commission to any person elected
to an office listed in G.S. 163-182.16 upon notification from the Secretary of State that
a certificate of election has been issued to the person. G.S. 163-182.16. (2001-398, s. 3;
2017-6, s. 3; 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b); 2023-139, s. 5.4; 2024-57, s. 3A.3(a).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 163-182.2 (0)(1) "be counted at the voting place."

G.S. 163-182.5 ©)(2) "the official ballot in the county.”

G.S. 163-182.7 ©@) "where not prohibited from doing so."”
G.S. 163-182.7(b) ©®) "been properly demanded in accordance with"
G.S. 163-182.10 (©)(5) "in election protests as provided in"

G.S. 163-182.6 (c)(®) "the ballot items in the county."

G.S. 163-182.15 (©)(8) "certificate to the clerk of court.”

G.S. 163-182.1 (@) "rules as directed in this Article."”

G.S. 163-182.11 @) "boards of elections in election protests."

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 042ced4c...32¢3fd



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 163-182.17

G.S. 163-182.16 ) "elected to an office listed in"

APPARATUS III

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-182.17 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-182.17(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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