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§ 163-166.4(a) Buf�fer Zone. - No person or group of persons shall hinder access, harass others, 
distribute campaign literature, place political advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise 
engage in election-related activity in the voting place or in a buf�fer zone which shall 
be prescribed by the county board of elections around the voting place. In determining 
the dimensions of that buf�fer zone for each voting place, the county board of elections 
shall, where practical, set the limit at 50 feet from the door of entrance to the voting 
place, measured when that door is closed, but in no event shall it set the limit at more 
than 50 feet or at less than 25 feet.

§ 163-166.4(b) Area for Election-Related Activity. - Except as provided in subsection (c) of this 
section, the county board of elections shall also provide an area adjacent to the buf�-
fer zone for each voting place in which persons or groups of persons may distribute 
campaign literature, place political advertising, solicit votes, or otherwise engage in 
election-related activity.

§ 163-166.4(c) Special Agreements About Election-Related Activity. - The Executive Director of the 
State Board of Elections may grant special permission for a county board of elections 
to enter into an agreement with the owners or managers of a nonpublic building to 
use the building as a voting place on the condition that election-related activity as 
described in subsection (b) of this section not be permitted on their property adjacent 
to the buf�fer zone, if the Executive Director f�inds all of the following:

(1) That no other suitable voting place can be secured for the precinct.
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(2) That the county board will require the chief judge of the precinct to monitor 
the grounds around the voting place to ensure that the restriction on 
election-related activity shall apply to all candidates and parties equally.

(3) That the pattern of voting places subject to agreements under this subsection 
does not disproportionately favor any party, racial or ethnic group, or 
candidate.

(4) That the county board has attempted to secure as a term of the agreement at 
least 36 hours prior to the opening of the voting place and at least 36 hours after 
the close of the voting place, as provided in G.S. 163-166.25, for candidates to 
place and retrieve political advertising. The agreement may also provide that 
any political advertising placed outside the times specif�ied in this subsection 
may be removed by the property owner.

An agreement under this subsection shall be valid for as long as the nonpublic building 
is used as a voting place.

§ 163-166.4(d) Notice About Buf�fer Zone and Area for Election-Related Activity. - No later than 30 
days before each election, the county board of elections shall make available to the 
public the following information concerning each voting place:

(1) The door from which the buf�fer zone is measured.

(2) The distance the buf�fer zone extends from that door.

(3) Any available information concerning where political activity, including sign 
placement, is permitted beyond the buf�fer zone.

§ 163-166.4(e) Buf�fer Zone and Area for Election-Related Activity at Early Voting Sites. - Except as 
modif�ied in this subsection, the provisions of this section shall apply to early voting 
sites under Part 5 of Article 14A of this Chapter.

(1) Subsection (c) of this section shall not apply.

(2) The notice in subsection (d) of this section shall be provided no later than 10 
days before the opening of early voting at the site.  (2001-460, s. 3; 2003-365, s. 
1; 2007-391, s. 13; 2008-187, s. 33(a); 2009-541, s. 22(a); 2017-6, s. 3; 2018-144, s. 
3.4(c); 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b); 2019-119, s. 1.5(b); 2023-140, s. 22.)
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A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 163-166.25 (c)(4) "the voting place, as provided in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-166.4 (2026).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-166.4(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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