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§ 163-166.3(a) Persons Who May Enter Voting Enclosure. - During the time allowed for voting in the 
voting place, only the following persons may enter the voting enclosure:

(1) An election of�f�icial.

(2) An observer or student election assistant acting in accordance with Article 5 
of this Chapter.

(3) A runner only to the extent necessary to announce that runner's presence and 
to receive the voter list as provided in G.S. 163-45.2.

(4) A person seeking to vote in that voting place on that day but only while in the 
process of voting or seeking to vote.

(5) A voter in that precinct while entering or explaining a challenge pursuant to 
G.S. 163-87 or G.S. 163-88.

(6) A person authorized under G.S. 163-166.8 to assist a voter but, except as 
provided in subdivision (7) of this section, only while assisting that voter.

(7) Minor children of the voter under the age of 18, or minor children under the 
age of 18 in the care of the voter, but only while accompanying the voter and 
while under the control of the voter.

(8) Persons conducting or participating in a simulated election within the voting 
place or voting enclosure, if that simulated election is approved by the county 
board of elections.

(9) Any other person determined by election of�f�icials to have an urgent need to 
enter the voting enclosure but only to the extent necessary to address that need.
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§ 163-166.3(b) Photographing Voters Prohibited. - No person shall photograph, videotape, or 
otherwise record the image of any voter within the voting enclosure, except with the 
permission of both the voter and the chief judge of the precinct. If the voter is a 
candidate, only the permission of the voter is required. This subsection shall also apply 
to early voting sites under Part 5 of Article 14A of this Chapter. This subsection does 
not apply to cameras used as a regular part of the security of the facility that is a voting 
place or early voting site.

§ 163-166.3(c) Photographing Voted Ballot Prohibited. - No person shall photograph, videotape, or 
otherwise record the image of a voted of�f�icial ballot for any purpose not otherwise 
permitted under law.  (2001-460, s. 3; 2005-428, s. 1(b); 2007-391, s. 23; 2008-187, s. 33(a); 
2017-6, s. 3; 2018-144, s. 3.4(b); 2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b); 2023-140, s. 21.)
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4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 163-45.2 (a)(3) "the voter list as provided in"

G.S. 163-87 (a)(5) "or explaining a challenge pursuant to"

G.S. 163-88 (a)(5) "challenge pursuant to G.S. 163-87 or"

G.S. 163-166.8 (a)(6) "A person authorized under"
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Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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