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§ 163-166.25(a) On election day, the voting place shall be open at 6:30 A.M. and shall be closed at 7:30 
P.M. If the polls are delayed in opening for more than 15 minutes, or are interrupted 
for more than 15 minutes after opening, the State Board may extend the closing time 
by an equal number of minutes. As authorized by law, the State Board shall be available 
either in person or by teleconference on the day of election to approve any such 
extension.

§ 163-166.25(b) If any voter is in line to vote at the time the polls are closed, that voter shall be 
permitted to vote. No voter shall be permitted to vote who arrives at the voting place 
after the closing of the polls.

§ 163-166.25(c) Any voter who votes after the statutory poll closing time of 7:30 P.M. by virtue of a 
federal or State court order or any other lawful order, including an order of a county 
board of elections, shall be allowed to vote, under the provisions of that order, only by 
using a provisional of�f�icial ballot. Any special provisional of�f�icial ballots cast under 
this subsection shall be separated, counted, and held apart from other provisional 
ballots cast by other voters not under the ef�fect of the order extending the closing 
time of the voting place. If the court order has not been reversed or stayed by the time 
of the county canvass, the total for that category of provisional ballots shall be added 
to the of�f�icial canvass.  (2001-460, s. 3; 2003-226, s. 14; 2013-381, s. 33.1; 2017-6, s. 3; 
2018-146, s. 3.1(a), (b); recodif�ied from N.C. Gen. Stat. 163-166.01 by 2023-140, ss. 1(d), 
27(b).)
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