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§ 161-6(a) The registers of deeds of the several counties are hereby authorized to appoint one or 
more assistant registers of deeds and one or more deputy registers of deeds, whose 
acts as assistants or deputies shall be valid and for which the registers of deeds shall 
be of�f�icially responsible. The certif�icate of appointment of an assistant or deputy shall 
be f�iled by the appointing register of deeds in the of�f�ice of the clerk of the superior 
court, who shall record the same.

§ 161-6(b) Each assistant and deputy register of deeds so appointed shall  be authorized, in 
addition to his other powers and duties,  to register and sign instruments and 
documents in the name and under the title of the appointing register of deeds, by 
himself as assistant or deputy, as appropriate. Such signing shall be substantially as 
follows:

John Doe, Register of Deeds

by Richard Roe, Assistant (or Deputy, as appropriate).

§ 161-6(c) Such registering and signing, when regular and suf�f�icient in all other respects, shall be 
valid for all purposes, and of the same force and ef�fect as if the instrument or document 
had been registered and signed by the register of deeds personally.
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§ 161-6(d) Wherever in the General Statutes reference is made to "the register of deeds and (or) 
his assistant" or "the register of deeds and (or) his deputy" or words substantially to 
this ef�fect, or reference is made only to "the assistant register of deeds" or "the deputy 
register of deeds," such reference to either assistant or deputy, unless the contrary 
intent is specif�ically stated in the text, shall also include the other, insofar as such 
reference pertains to the authority, powers, duties, rights, privileges, or qualif�ications 
for of�f�ice of assistant or deputy register of deeds.

§ 161-6(e) Incumbent assistant and deputy registers of deeds holding over after a vacancy in the 
of�f�ice of register of deeds, pursuant to the provisions of G.S. 161-5(b), shall continue 
to have and exercise all lawful power and authority of of�f�ice until lawfully relieved of 
of�f�ice, including, but not restricted to, all power and authority set forth in subsections 
(a), (b), (c) and (d), and in Chapter 161 generally, and their acts as assistant or deputy 
registers of deeds shall be of�f�icial and valid, and the appointing register of deeds, or 
his estate, and the of�f�icial bond under G.S. 161-4 shall be responsible for their acts as 
assistant or deputy registers of deeds, and such assistant or deputy register of deeds 
shall also be individually, personally and of�f�icially responsible for his own acts.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1909 1937 1965

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1909 c. 628, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. s. 3547 R E C O D I F I E D

03 1949 c. 261 A M E N D E D

04 1959 c. 279 A M E N D E D

05 1963 c. 191 A M E N D E D

06 1965 c. 900 A M E N D E D
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A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 161-5(b) (e) "deeds, pursuant to the provisions of"

G.S. 161-4 (e) "estate, and the of�f�icial bond under"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 161-6 (1965).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 161-6(a) (1965).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1909, c. 628, s. 1; C.S., s. 3547; 1949, c. 261; 1959, c. 279; 1963,  c. 191; 1965, c. 900.)
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