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CHAPTER 160A
ARTICLE 5 - FORM OF GOVERNMENT

N.C.G.S. § 160A-79.

Pleading and proving city ordinances.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 05:38 UTC 3cf7f26e22303abd3a0cesda -
2nd Sess., c. 1247, 5. 10 — sixth 27b9bB8aead296825ch54a828 -

Carolina, as published by the . ]
act in the lineage db13d092aec004fd
General Assembly

§ 160A-79(a) In all civil and criminal cases a city ordinance that has been codified in a code of
ordinances adopted and issued in compliance with G.S. 160A-77 must be pleaded by
both section number and caption. In all civil and criminal cases a city ordinance that
has not been codified in a code of ordinances adopted and issued in compliance with
G.S. 160A-77 must be pleaded by its caption. In both instances, it is not necessary to
plead or allege the substance or effect of the ordinance unless the ordinance has no

caption and has not been codified.

§ 160A-79(b) Any of the following shall be admitted in evidence in all actions or proceedings before
courts or administrative bodies and shall have the same force and effect as would an

original ordinance:

(1) A city code adopted and issued in compliance with G.S. 160A-77, containing a
statement that the code is published by order of the council.

(2) Copies of any part of an official map book maintained in accordance with G.S.
160A-77 and certified under seal by the city clerk as having been adopted by the
council and maintained in accordance with its directions (the clerk's certificate

need not be authenticated).

(3) A copy of an ordinance as set out in the minutes, code, or ordinance book of
the council, certified under seal by the city clerk as a true copy (the clerk's

certificate need not be authenticated).
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§ 160A-79(c)

§ 160A-79(d)

§ 160A-79(e)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
6 ACTS

) Copies of any official lists or schedules maintained in accordance with G.S.
160A-77 and certified under seal by the city clerk as having been adopted by the
council and maintained in accordance with its directions (the clerk's certificate

need not be authenticated).

The burden of pleading and proving the existence of any modification or repeal of an
ordinance, map, or code, a copy of which has been duly pleaded or admitted in evidence
in accordance with this section, shall be upon the party asserting such modification or
repeal. It shall be presumed that any portion of a city code that is admitted in evidence
in accordance with this section has been codified in compliance with G.S. 160A-77,
and the burden of pleading and proving to the contrary shall be upon the party seeking

to obtain an advantage thereby.

From and after the respective effective dates of G.S. 160A-77 and 160A-78, no city
ordinance shall be enforced or admitted into evidence in any court unless it has
been codified or filed and indexed in accordance with G.S. 160A-77 or 160A-78. It
shall be presumed that an ordinance which has been properly pleaded and proved in
accordance with this section has been codified or filed and indexed in accordance with
G.S.160A-77 or 160A-78, and the burden of pleading and proving to the contrary shall
be upon the party seeking to obtain an advantage thereby.

It is the intent of this section to make uniform the law concerning the pleading and
proving of city ordinances. To this end, all charter provisions in conflict with this
section in effect as of January 1, 1972, are expressly repealed, and no local act taking
effect on or after January 1, 1972, shall be construed to repeal or amend this section in

whole or in part unless it shall expressly so provide by specific reference.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1917 1948 1979
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
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APPARATUS Il
1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS 111

01 1917 c. 136, subch. 13, s. 14 ENACTED
02 C.S. s. 2825 RECODIFIED
e 1959 c. 631 AMENDED
o4 1971 c.698,s. 1 AMENDED
0% 1973 c.426,5.18 AMENDED
06 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1247, s. 10 AMENDED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 160A-77 @) "adopted and issued in compliance with"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-79 (1979).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-79(a) (1979).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1917, c. 136, subch. 13, s. 14; C.S., s. 2825; 1959, c. 631; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 18; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1247, s. 10.)

SET IN SPECTRAL AND ARCHIVO !
NORTH CAROLINA LAW — STATUTE EXPORT, FORMAT V1
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