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It is further determined and declared as a matter of legislative f�inding:

That the cities of North Carolina constitute important assests  for the State and its citizens; that the 
preservation of the cities and of urban life against physical, social, and other hazards is vital to the safety, 
health, and welfare of the citizens of the State, and sound urban development in the future is essential to 
the continued economic development of North Carolina, and that the creation, existence, and growth of 
substandard areas present substantial hazards to the cities of the State, to urban life, and to sound future 
urban development.

That blight exists in commercial  and industrial  areas as well  as in residential  areas,  in the form 
of dilapidated, deteriorated, poorly ventilated, obsolete, overcrowded, unsanitary, or unsafe buildings, 
inadequate and unsafe streets, inadequate lots, and other conditions detrimental to the sound growth of 
the community; that the presence of such conditions tends to depress the value of neighboring properties, 
to impair the tax base of the community, and to inhibit private ef�forts to rehabilitate or improve other 
structures in the area; and that the acquisition, preparation, sale, sound replanning and redevelopment of 
such areas in accordance with sound and approved plans will promote the public health, safety, convenience 
and welfare.

That not only is it in the interest of the public health, safety, convenience and welfare to eliminate existing 
substandard areas of all types, but it is also in the public interest and less costly to the community to prevent 
the creation of new blighted areas or the expansion of existing blighted areas; that vigorous enforcement 
of municipal and State building standards, sound planning of new community facilities, public acquisition 
of dilapidated, obsolescent buildings, and other municipal action can aid in preventing the creation of 
new blighted areas or the expansion of existing blighted areas; and that rehabilitation, conservation, and 
reconditioning of areas in accordance with  sound and approved plans, where, in the absence of such action, 
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there is a clear and present danger that the area will become blighted, will protect and promote the public 
health, safety, convenience and welfare.

Therefore it is hereby declared to be the policy of the State of  North Carolina to protect and promote the 
health, safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of its urban areas by authorizing redevelopment commissions 
to undertake nonresidential redevelopment in accord with sound and approved plans and to undertake the 
rehabilitation, conservation, and reconditioning of areas where, in the absence of such action, there is a 
clear and present danger that the area will become blighted.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1961 1967 1973

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1961 c. 837, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1973 c. 426, s. 75 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-502 (1973).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1961, c. 837, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 75.)
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