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CHAPTER 160A
ARTICLE 21 - MISCELLANEOUS

N.C.G.S. § 160A-499.6.

Civilian Traffic Investigators.
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§ 160A-499.6(a) A city may employ and allow civilian personnel to investigate traffic crashes. The
civilian personnel shall be known as "Civilian Traffic Investigators" (hereinafter
"Investigator" or "Investigators"). The employment or use of Investigators, either
full-time or part-time, shall not supplant or replace any of the city's existing sworn
law enforcement officer personnel or otherwise reduce the number of sworn law

enforcement officers employed by a city.

§ 160A-499.6(b) All of the following shall apply to Investigators authorized in subsection (a) of this

section:

(1) The city shall establish the minimum standards for employment as an

Investigator.

(2) Each Investigator shall attend a training program designed by the North
Carolina Justice Academy. Upon completion of the training program, each
Civilian Traffic Investigator shall spend not less than four weeks of field
training with a law enforcement officer who has experience conducting traffic

crash investigations.

(3) Each Investigator shall be issued credentials by the city identifying the
individual as a Civilian Traffic Investigator. The Investigator shall produce
official credentials at any time when requested by a member of the public

involved in or a witness to a crash.
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
2 AUTHORITIES

(4)

Investigators shall be issued a uniform that is substantially different in color
and style from that of a law enforcement officer for the city. The uniform shall
have patches that clearly identify the individual as an Investigator, and the
individual's name shall be clearly displayed on the uniform. Investigators shall

not be issued badges.

Any vehicles issued to, or used by, an Investigator shall not bear markings
or symbols that identify the vehicle as a police vehicle. The vehicle may have
emergency equipment and lights installed but shall not use blue lights in any

manner or form. Red and amber lights are permissible.
Investigators shall not be issued a weapon of any type.
Investigators shall have no authority to arrest or issue criminal process.

Investigators shall investigate crashes involving only property damage.
Investigators shall comply with all provisions of G.S. 20-166.1. A report
completed by an Investigator shall be treated the same as if it were completed
by a law enforcement officer for purposes of G.S. 20-166.1(i). A law enforcement

officer shall investigate any crash involving personal injury or a fatality.

Investigators shall have the same authority as a law enforcement officer to tow
or remove a vehicle that is obstructing a public street or highway. (2023-52, s.
1.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 20-166.1 (b)(8) "shall comply with all provisions of "

G.S. 20-166.1(i) (b)(8) "law enforcement officer for purposes of"
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APPARATUS 11l

Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-499.6 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-499.6(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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