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§ 160A-296(a) A city shall have general authority and control over all public streets, sidewalks, alleys, 
bridges, and other ways of public passage within its corporate limits except to the 
extent that authority and control over certain streets and bridges is vested in the Board 
of Transportation. General authority and control includes but is not limited to all of 
the following:

(1) The duty to keep the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, and bridges in proper 
repair.

(2) The duty to keep the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, and bridges open for travel 
and free from unnecessary obstructions.

(3) The power to open new streets and alleys, and to widen, extend, pave, clean, 
and otherwise improve existing streets, sidewalks, alleys, and bridges, and to 
acquire the necessary land therefor by dedication and acceptance, purchase, or 
eminent domain.

(4) The power to close any street or alley either permanently or temporarily.

(5) The power to regulate the use of the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, and 
bridges.
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(6) The power to regulate, license, and prohibit digging in the streets, sidewalks, 
or alleys, or placing therein or thereon any pipes, poles, wires, f�ixtures, or 
appliances of any kind either on, above, or below the surface. To the extent 
a municipality is authorized under applicable law to impose a fee or charge 
with respect to activities conducted in its rights-of-way, the fee or charge must 
apply uniformly and on a competitively neutral and nondiscriminatory basis 
to all comparable activities by similarly situated users of the rights-of-way. No 
fee or charge for activities conducted in the right-of-way shall be assessed on 
businesses listed in G.S. 160A-206(b), except the following:

a.	Fees to recover any dif�ference between a city's right-of-way management expenses 
related to the activities of businesses listed in G.S. 160A-206(b) and distributions under 
Article 5 of Chapter 105 of the General Statutes.

b.	Payments under agreements subject to G.S. 62-350.

(7) The power to provide for lighting the streets, alleys, and bridges of the city.

(8) The power to grant easements in street rights-of-way as permitted by 
G.S. 160A-273.

§ 160A-296(a1) A city with a population of 250,000 or over according to the most recent decennial 
federal census may also exercise the power granted by subdivision (a)(3) of this section 
within its extraterritorial planning jurisdiction. Before a city makes improvements 
under this subsection, it shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the 
Department of Transportation to provide for maintenance.

§ 160A-296(b) Repealed by Session Laws 1991, c. 530, s. 6, ef�fective January 1, 1992.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D
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1 3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1917 1967 2016
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01 1917 c. 136, subch. 5, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1917 subch. 10, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1919 cc. 136, 237 A M E N D E D

04 C.S. ss. 2787, 2793 R E C O D I F I E D

05 1925 c. 200 A M E N D E D

06 1963 c. 986 A M E N D E D

07 1971 c. 698, s. 1 A M E N D E D

08 1973 c. 507, s. 5 A M E N D E D

09 1979 c. 598 A M E N D E D

10 1991 c. 530, s. 6 A M E N D E D

11 2001 S.L. 2001-261, s. 1 A M E N D E D

12 2006 S.L. 2006-151, s. 14 A M E N D E D

13 2016 S.L. 2016-103, s. 9(a) A M E N D E D
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3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 160A-206(b) (a)(6) "be assessed on businesses listed in"

G.S. 62-350 (a) "b. Payments under agreements subject to"

G.S. 160A-273 (a)(8) "in street rights-of-way as permitted by"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-296 (2016).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-296(a) (2016).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 c6824ed7…fa5a1f



N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  G E N E R A L  S TAT U T E S N . C . G . S .  §  1 6 0 A - 2 9 6

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1917, c. 136, subch. 5, s. 1; subch. 10, s. 1; 1919, cc. 136, 237; C.S., ss. 2787, 2793; 1925, c. 200; 1963, c. 986; 1971, c. 698, s. 
1; 1973, c. 507, s. 5; 1979, c. 598; 1991, c. 530, s. 6; 2001-261, s. 1; 2006-151, s. 14; 2016-103, s. 9(a).)
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