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§ 160A-217(a) A city  shall  have no power to levy special  assessments for  street  or  sidewalk 
improvements unless it receives a petition for the improvements signed by at least 
a majority in number of the owners of property to be assessed, who must represent 
at least a majority of all the lineal feet of frontage of the lands abutting on the street 
or portion thereof to be improved. Unless the petition specif�ies another percentage, 
not more than f�ifty percent (50%) of the cost of the improvement may be assessed (not 
including the cost of improvements made at street intersections).

§ 160A-217(b) Property owned by the United States shall not be included in determining the lineal 
feet of frontage on the improvement, nor shall the United States be included in 
determining the number of owners of property abutting the improvement. Property 
owned by the State of North Carolina shall be included in determining frontage and 
the number of owners only if the State has consented to assessment in the manner 
provided in G.S. 160A-221. Property owned by railroad companies shall be included 
in determining frontage and the number of owners to the extent that the property 
is subject to assessment under G.S. 160A-222. Property owned by railroad companies 
that is not subject to assessment shall not be included in determining frontage and the 
number of owners. If it is necessary to exclude property owned by the United States, 
the State of North Carolina, or a railroad company in order to obtain a valid petition 
under subsection (a), not more than f�ifty percent (50%) of the cost (not including the 
cost of improvement at street intersections) may be assessed unless all of the owners 
subject to assessment agree to a higher percentage.
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§ 160A-217(c) No right of action or defense asserting the invalidity of street or sidewalk assessments 
on grounds that the city did not comply with this section in securing a valid petition 
shall be asserted except in an action or proceeding begun within 90 days after 
publication of the notice of adoption of the preliminary assessment resolution.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1915 1944 1973

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1915 c. 56, ss. 4, 5 E N A C T E D

02 C.S. ss. 2706, 2707 R E C O D I F I E D

03 1955 c. 675 A M E N D E D

04 1963 c. 1000, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 1971 c. 698, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 1973 c. 426, s. 33 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

2  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 160A-221 (b) "assessment in the manner provided in"

G.S. 160A-222 (b) "property is subject to assessment under"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-217 (1973).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-217(a) (1973).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1915, c. 56, ss. 4, 5; C.S., ss. 2706, 2707; 1955, c. 675; 1963, c. 1000, s. 1; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 33.)
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