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§ 160A-205(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of G.S. 113-131 or any other provision of law, a city 
may, by ordinance, def�ine, prohibit, regulate, or abate acts, omissions, or conditions 
upon the State's ocean beaches and prevent or abate any unreasonable restriction 
of the public's rights to use the State's ocean beaches. In addition, a city may, in 
the interest of promoting the health, safety, and welfare of the public, regulate, 
restrict, or prohibit the placement, maintenance, location, or use of structures that 
are uninhabitable and without water and sewer services for more than 120 days, 
as determined by the city with notice provided to the owner of  record of  the 
determination by certif�ied mail at the time of the determination, equipment, personal 
property, or debris upon the State's ocean beaches. A city may enforce any ordinance 
adopted pursuant to this section or any other provision of law upon the State's ocean 
beaches located within or adjacent to the city's jurisdictional boundaries to the same 
extent that a city may enforce ordinances within the city's jurisdictional boundaries. 
A city may enforce an ordinance adopted pursuant to this section by any remedy 
provided for in G.S. 160A-175. For purposes of this section, the term "ocean beaches" 
has the same meaning as in G.S. 77-20(e).

§ 160A-205(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to (i) limit the authority of the State or any 
State agency to regulate the State's ocean beaches as authorized by G.S. 113-131, or 
common law as interpreted and applied by the courts of this State; (ii) limit any other 
authority granted to cities by the State to regulate the State's ocean beaches; (iii) deny 
the existence of the authority recognized in this section prior to the date this section 
becomes ef�fective; (iv) impair the right of the people of this State to the customary 
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free use and enjoyment of the State's ocean beaches, which rights remain reserved to 
the people of this State as provided in G.S. 77-20(d); (v) change or modify the riparian, 
littoral, or other ownership rights of owners of property bounded by the Atlantic 
Ocean; or (vi) apply to the removal of permanent residential or commercial structures 
and appurtenances thereto from the State's ocean beaches, except as provided in 
subsection (a) of this section.  (2013-384, s. 4(a); 2015-246, s. 1.5.)

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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