NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 160A-174

CHAPTER 160A

.

ARTICLE 8 - DELEGATION AND EXERCISE OF THE GENERAL POLICE POWER

N.C.G.S. § 160A-174.

General ordinance-making power.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North ) ) 21 September 2026, 03:39 UTC 571e6ea831989bec2f024e8e -
. . c. 698, s. 1 — first act in the efd8b4235874e5dbfe12725f -
Carolina, as published by the .
lineage 26ee6ae52f649f01
General Assembly
§ 160A-174(a) A city may by ordinance define, prohibit, regulate, or abate acts, omissions, or

conditions, detrimental to the health, safety, or welfare of its citizens and the peace

and dignity of the city, and may define and abate nuisances.

§ 160A-174(b) A city ordinance shall be consistent with the Constitution and laws of North Carolina

and of the United States. An ordinance is not consistent with State or federal law when:

1)

3)

(5)

(6)

The ordinance infringes a liberty guaranteed to the people by the State or

federal Constitution;

The ordinance makes unlawful an act, omission or condition which is expressly

made lawful by State or federal law;

The ordinance makes lawful an act, omission, or condition which is expressly

made unlawful by State or federal law;

The ordinance purports to regulate a subject that cities are expressly forbidden

to regulate by State or federal law;

The ordinance purports to regulate a field for which a State or federal
statute clearly shows a legislative intent to provide a complete and integrated

regulatory scheme to the exclusion of local regulation;

The elements of an offense defined by a city ordinance are identical to the

elements of an offense defined by State or federal law.
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The fact that a State or federal law, standing alone, makes a given act, omission, or

condition unlawful shall not preclude city ordinances requiring a higher standard of

conduct or condition.
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Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-174 (1971).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-174(a) (1971).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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