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The people may initiate a referendum on proposed charter amendments. An initiative petition shall bear 
the signatures and resident addresses of a number of qualif�ied voters of the city equal to at least ten percent 
(10%) of the whole number of voters who are registered to vote in city elections according to the most recent 
f�igures certif�ied by the State Board of Elections or 5,000, whichever is less. The petition shall set forth 
the proposed amendments by describing them brief�ly but completely and with reference to the pertinent 
provisions of G.S. 160A-101, but it need not contain the precise text of the charter amendments necessary 
to implement the proposed changes. The petition may not propose changes in the alternative, or more than 
one integrated set of charter amendments. Upon receipt of a valid initiative petition, the council shall call 
a special election on the question of adopting the charter amendments proposed therein, and shall give 
public notice thereof in accordance with G.S. 163-287. The date of the special election shall be f�ixed on a 
date permitted by G.S. 163-287. If a majority of the votes cast in the special election shall be in favor of the 
proposed changes, the council shall adopt an ordinance amending the charter to put them into ef�fect. Such 
an ordinance shall not be subject to a referendum petition. No initiative petition may be f�iled (i) between the 
time the council initiates proceedings under G.S. 160A-102 by publishing a notice of hearing on proposed 
charter amendments and the time proceeding under that section have been carried to a conclusion either 
through adoption or rejection of a proposed ordinance or lapse of time, nor (ii) within one year and six 
months following the ef�fective date of an ordinance amending the city charter pursuant to this Article, nor 
(iii) within one year and six months following the date of any election on charter amendments that were 
defeated by the voters.

The restrictions imposed by this section on f�iling initiative petitions shall apply only to petitions concerning 
the same subject matter. For example, pendency of council action on amendments concerning the method 
of electing the council shall not preclude an initiative petition on adoption of the council-manager form of 
government.
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Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the submission of more than one proposition for 
charter amendments on the same ballot so long as no proposition of�fers a dif�ferent plan under the same 
option as another proposition on the same ballot.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

7  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1969 1994 2018

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1969 c. 629, s. 2 E N A C T E D

02 1971 c. 698, s. 1 A M E N D E D

03 1973 c. 426, s. 21 A M E N D E D

04 1979 2nd Sess., c. 1247, ss. 12, 14 A M E N D E D

05 2013 S.L. 2013-381, s. 10.28 A M E N D E D

06 2017 S.L. 2017-6, s. 3 A M E N D E D

07 2018 S.L. 2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

3  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 160A-101 "reference to the pertinent provisions of"

G.S. 163-287 "public notice thereof in accordance with"

G.S. 160A-102 "time the council initiates proceedings under"
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A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 160A-104 (2018).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1969, c. 629, s. 2; 1971, c. 698, s. 1; 1973, c. 426, s. 21; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1247, ss. 12, 14; 2013-381, s. 10.28; 2017-6, s. 3; 
2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1.)
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