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§ 15A-979(a) Upon granting a motion to suppress evidence the judge must order that the evidence 
in question be excluded in the criminal action pending against the defendant. When 
the order is based upon the ground of an unlawful search and seizure and excludes 
tangible property unlawfully taken from the defendant's possession, and when the 
property is not contraband or otherwise subject to lawful retention by the State or 
another, the judge must order that the property be restored to the defendant at the 
conclusion of the trial including all appeals.

§ 15A-979(b) An order f�inally denying a motion to suppress evidence may be reviewed upon an 
appeal from a judgment of conviction, including a judgment entered upon a plea of 
guilty.

§ 15A-979(c) An order by the superior court granting a motion to suppress prior to trial is appealable 
to the appellate division of the General  Court of Justice prior to trial upon certif�icate 
by the prosecutor to  the judge who granted the motion that the appeal is not taken for 
the  purpose of delay and that the evidence is essential to the case. The appeal is to the 
appellate court that would have jurisdiction if the defendant were found guilty of the 
charge and received the maximum punishment. If there are multiple charges af�fected 
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by a motion to suppress, the ruling is appealable to the court with jurisdiction over 
the of�fense carrying the highest punishment.

§ 15A-979(d) A motion to suppress evidence made pursuant to this Article is the exclusive method of 
challenging the admissibility of evidence upon the grounds specif�ied in G.S. 15A-974.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I

3  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1973 1976 1979
T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1973 c. 1286, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1975 c. 166, s. 27 A M E N D E D

03 1979 c. 723 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I

1  A U T H O R I T Y Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.

R E F E R E N C E A P P E A R S  I N O P E R AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  I N  T H I S  S E C T I O N

G.S. 15A-974 (d) "evidence upon the grounds specif�ied in"

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-979 (1979).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-979(a) (1979).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1973, c. 1286, s. 1; 1975, c. 166, s. 27; 1979, c. 723.)
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