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§ 15A-978(a) A defendant may contest the validity of a search warrant and the admissibility of 
evidence obtained thereunder by contesting the truthfulness of the testimony showing 
probable cause for its issuance. The defendant may contest the truthfulness of the 
testimony by cross-examination or by of�fering evidence. For the purposes of this 
section, truthful testimony is testimony which reports in good faith the circumstances 
relied on to establish probable cause.

§ 15A-978(b) In any proceeding on a motion to suppress evidence pursuant to this section in which 
the truthfulness of the testimony presented to establish probable cause is contested 
and the testimony includes a report of information furnished by an informant whose 
identity is not disclosed in the testimony, the defendant is entitled to be informed of 
the informant's identity unless:

(1) The evidence sought to be suppressed was seized by authority of a search 
warrant or incident to an arrest with warrant; or

(2) There is corroboration of the informant's existence independent of the 
testimony in question.
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The provisions of subdivisions (b)(1) and (b)(2) do not apply to situations in which 
disclosure of  an informant's  identity  is  required by controlling constitutional 
decisions.

§ 15A-978(c) This section does not limit the right of a defendant to contest the truthfulness of 
testimony of�fered in support of a search made without a warrant.
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1  A C T Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1973 1974

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1973 c. 1286, s. 1 E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-978 (1973).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-978(a) (1973).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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