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N.C.G.S. § 15A-960.

Removal of juveniles charged with 
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felony of�fenses at age 16 and 17.
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§ 15A-960(a) Any time after an indictment has been returned or a criminal information has been 
issued for a Class A, B1, B2, C, D, or E felony, excluding of�fenses constituting violations 
of the motor vehicle laws under Chapter 20 of the General Statutes, and before the 
jury is sworn and impaneled, the superior court shall order the removal of the action 
to juvenile court upon joint motion of the prosecutor and the defendant's attorney. 
The order shall be in writing and shall require the chief court counselor or his or her 
designee to f�ile a juvenile petition in the case within 10 calendar days after removal is 
ordered. The prosecutor shall provide the chief court counselor or his or her designee 
with a copy of the joint motion prior to submitting the motion to the court.

§ 15A-960(b) The superior court shall expunge the criminal charges and superior court record in 
accordance with G.S. 15A-145.8 at the time of removal and, if the defendant meets 
the criteria established in G.S. 7B-1903, may issue an order for secure custody upon 
the request of a prosecutor. The prosecutor shall provide a copy of any issued secure 
custody order to the chief court counselor or his or her designee, as soon as possible 
and no more than 24 hours after the order is issued.

§ 15A-960(c) If  the superior  court  removes the case  to  juvenile  court  for  adjudication and 
the juvenile has been granted pretrial release as provided in G.S. 15A-533 and 
G.S. 15A-534, the obligor shall be released from the juvenile's bond upon the superior 
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court's review of whether the juvenile shall be placed in secure custody as provided in 
G.S. 7B-1903.  (2024-17, s. 3(b); 2025-54, s. 10(c).)
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4  A U T H O R I T I E S Authorities referenced
Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of f�irst 
appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section 
itself.
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G.S. 15A-145.8 (b) "superior court record in accordance with"

G.S. 7B-1903 (b) "defendant meets the criteria established in"

G.S. 15A-533 (c) "granted pretrial release as provided in"

G.S. 15A-534 (c) "as provided in G.S. 15A-533 and"
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-960 (2026).
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N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-960(a) (2026).
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.
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