NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES

N.C.G.S. § 15A-601

CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 29 - FIRST APPEARANCE BEFORE DISTRICT COURT JUDGE

N.C.G.S. § 15A-601.

First appearance before a district court

judge; consolidation of first appearance

e d

before magistrate and before district court

judge; first appearance before clerk of
superior court.
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Carolina, as published by the
General Assembly

act in the lineage 2c56¢bf8d930f5e4

§ 15A-601(a) Any defendant charged in a magistrate's order under G.S. 15A-511 or criminal process

under Article 17 of this Chapter, Criminal Process, with a crime in the original

jurisdiction of the superior court must be brought before a district court judge in the

district court district as defined in G.S. 7A-133 in which the crime is charged to have

been committed. This first appearance before a district court judge is not a critical

stage of the proceedings against the defendant.

Any defendant charged in a magistrate's order under G.S. 15A-511 or criminal process

under Article 17 of this Chapter, Criminal Process, with a misdemeanor offense

and held in custody must be brought before a district court judge in the district

court district as defined in G.S. 7A-133 in which the crime is charged to have been

committed. This first appearance before a district court judge is not a critical stage of

the proceedings against the defendant.

§ 15A-601(al) , (a2)Repealed by Session Laws 2021-47, s. 10(g), effective June 18, 2021, and applicable

to proceedings occurring on or after that date.
§ 15A-601(b)
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§ 15A-601(c)

§ 15A-601(d)

§ 15A-601(e)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS |
10 ACTS

When a district court judge conducts an initial appearance as provided in
G.S. 15A-511, the judge may consolidate those proceedings and the proceedings under
this Article.

Unless the courthouse is closed for transactions for a period longer than 72 hours or
the defendant is released pursuant to Article 26 of this Chapter, Bail, first appearance
before a district court judge must be held within 72 hours after the defendant is taken
into custody or at the first regular session of the district court in the county, whichever
occurs first. If the courthouse is closed for transactions for a period longer than 72
hours, the first appearance before a district court judge must be held within 96 hours
after the defendant is taken into custody or at the first regular session of the district
court in the county, whichever occurs first. If the defendant is not taken into custody,
or is released pursuant to Article 26 of this Chapter, Bail, prior to a first appearance,
the firstappearance must be held at the next session of district court held in the county.
This subsection does not apply to a defendant whose first appearance before a district

court judge has been set in a criminal summons pursuant to G.S. 15A-303(d).

Upon motion of the defendant, the first appearance before a district court judge may
be continued to a time certain. The defendant may not waive the holding of the first
appearance before a district court judge but he need not appear personally if he is

represented by counsel at the proceeding.

The clerk of the superior court in the county in which the defendant is taken into
custody may conduct a first appearance as provided in this Article if a district court
judge is not available in the county within 72 hours after the defendant is taken into
custody, or 96 hours after the defendant is taken into custody if the courthouse is
closed for transactions for a period longer than 72 hours. A magistrate may conduct
the first appearance if the clerk is not available. For the limited purpose of conducting
a first appearance and notwithstanding any other provision of law, the clerk or
magistrate shall proceed under this Article as a district court judge would and shall

have the same authority that a district court judge would have at a first appearance.
APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.
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1973 1998 2022
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
ot 1973 c.1286,s. 1 ENACTED
02 1975 2nd Sess., c. 983, ss. 139, 140 AMENDED
03 1979 c. 651 AMENDED
04 1979 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 58 AMENDED
05 1993 c.30,s.2 AMENDED
06 2021 S.L. 2021-47, 5. 10(g) AMENDED
o7 2021 S.L. 2021-138, 5. 14(a) AMENDED
L= 2021 S.L. 2021-182, s. 2.5(a) AMENDED
oS 2022 S.L.2022-6, 5. 8.4 AMENDED
& 2022 S.L. 2022-47, 5. 15(a) AMENDED

APPARATUS 11
3 AUTHORITIES

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION

G.S. 15A-511 @ "charged in a magistrate's order under"

G.S.7A-133 @ "district court district as defined in"

G.S. 15A-303(d) (© "in a criminal summons pursuant to"
APPARATUS 111 Carion

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-601 (2022).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-601(a) (2022).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1973, c. 1286, s. 1; 1975, 2nd Sess., c. 983, ss. 139, 140; 1979, c. 651; 1987 (Reg. Sess., 1988), c. 1037, s. 58; 1993, c. 30, s. 2;
2021-47, s. 10(g); 2021-138, s. 14(a); 2021-182, s. 2.5(a); 2022-6, s. 8.4; 2022-47, s. 15(a).)
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