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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 25 - COMMITMENT

N.C.G.S. § 15A-521.

Commitment to detention facility pending
trial.
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§ 15A-521(a) Commitment. - Every person charged with a crime and held in custody who has not

been released pursuant to Article 26 of this Chapter, Bail, must be committed by a
written order of the judicial official who conducted the initial appearance as provided
in Article 24 to an appropriate detention facility as provided in this section. If the
person being committed by written order is under the age of 18, that person must
be committed to a detention facility approved by the Division of Juvenile Justice to
provide secure confinement and care for juveniles, or to a holdover facility as defined
in G.S. 7B-1501(11). If the person being committed reaches the age of 18 years while
held in custody, the person shall be transported by personnel of the Juvenile Justice
Division, or personnel approved by the Juvenile Justice Division, to the custody of the

sheriff of the county where the charges arose.

§ 15A-521(b) Order of Commitment; Modification. - The order of commitment must:
(1) State the name of the person charged or identify him if his name cannot be
ascertained.

(2) Specify the offense charged.
(3) Designate the place of confinement.

) If release is authorized pursuant to Article 26 of this Chapter, Bail, state
the conditions of release. If a separate order stating the conditions has been
entered, the commitment may make reference to that order, a copy of which

must be attached to the commitment.
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§ 15A-521(c)

§ 15A-521(d)

(5) Subject to the provisions of subdivision (4), direct, as appropriate, that the

defendant be:

a.Produced before a district court judge pursuant to Article 29 of this Chapter, First
Appearance before District Court Judge,

b.Produced before a district court judge for a probable cause hearing as provided in

Article 30 of this Chapter, Probable-Cause Hearing,
c.Produced for trial in the district or superior court, or
d.Held for other specified purposes.

(6) State the name and office of the judicial official making the order and be signed

by that judicial official.

The order of commitment may be modified or continued by the same or another

judicial official by supplemental order.

Copies and Use of Order, Receipt of Prisoner. -

1) The order of commitment must be delivered to a law-enforcement officer, who

must deliver the order and the prisoner to the detention facility named therein.

(2) The jailer or personnel of the Juvenile Justice Division must receive the
prisoner and the order of commitment, and note on the order of commitment
the time and date of receipt. As used in this subdivision, "jailer" includes any
person having control of a detention facility and "personnel of the Juvenile

Justice Division" includes personnel approved by the Juvenile Justice Division.

(3) Upon releasing the prisoner pursuant to the terms of the order, or upon
delivering the prisoner to the court, the jailer or personnel of the Juvenile
Justice Division must note the time and date on the order and return it to the
clerk. Personnel of the Juvenile Justice Division, or personnel approved by the
Juvenile Justice Division, shall transport the person under the age of 18 from
the juvenile detention facility or holdover facility to court and shall transfer the

person back to the juvenile detention facility or holdover facility.

) Repealed by Session Laws 1975, 2nd Sess., c. 983, s. 142.

Commitment of Witnesses. - If a court directs detention of a material witness pursuant
to G.S. 15A-803, the court must enter an order in the manner provided in this section,

except that the order must:

UNOFFICIAL REPRODUCTION — OFFICIAL TEXT IS PUBLISHED BY THE STATE SHA-256 703¢178d...dd15ed



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 15A-521

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
2 AUTHORITIES

APPARATUS III

)

2)

State the reason for the detention in lieu of the description of the offense

charged, and

Direct that the witness be brought before the appropriate court when his
testimony is required. (1868-9, c. 178, subch. 3, ss. 24, 32; Code, ss. 1155, 1163;
Rev., ss. 3230, 3232; C.S., ss. 4597, 4599; 1973, c. 1286, s. 1; 1975, 2nd Sess., c. 983,

s. 142; 2020-83, s. 8(c); 2021-180, s. 19C.9(pp).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT EN

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

ACTED

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 7B-1501(11) @ "a holdover facility as defined in"

G.S. 15A-803 (d) "of a material witness pursuant to"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-521 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-521(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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