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§ 15A-503(a) Whenever  a  law-enforcement  of�f�icer  arrests  a  person  who  is  unconscious, 
semiconscious, or otherwise apparently suf�fering from  some disabling condition, and 
who is unable to provide information on the causes of the condition, the of�f�icer should 
make a reasonable ef�fort to determine if the person arrested is wearing a bracelet or 
necklace containing the Medic Alert Foundation's emergency alert symbol to indicate 
that the person suf�fers from diabetes, epilepsy, a  cardiac condition, or any other 
form of illness which would cause a loss of consciousness. If such a symbol is found 
indicating that the person being arrested suf�fers from one of those conditions, the 
of�f�icer must make a reasonable ef�fort to have appropriate medical care provided.

§ 15A-503(b) Failure of a law-enforcement of�f�icer to make a reasonable ef�fort to discover an 
emergency alert symbol, as required by this section, does not by itself establish 
negligence of the of�f�icer, but may be considered along with other evidence to 
determine if the of�f�icer took reasonable precautions to ascertain the emergency 
medical needs of the person in his custody.

§ 15A-503(c) A person who is provided medical care under the provisions of this section is liable 
for the reasonable costs of that care unless he is indigent.

§ 15A-503(d) Repealed by Session Laws 1975, c. 818, s. 1.
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2  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1975 1976

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1975 c. 306, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1975 c. 818, s. 1 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-503 (1975).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-503(a) (1975).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1975, c. 306, s. 1; c. 818, s. 1.)

S E T  I N  S P E C T R A L  A N D  A R C H I V O
N O R T H  C A R O L I N A  L A W  —  S TAT U T E  E X P O R T ,  F O R M AT  V 1

U N O F F I C I A L  R E P R O D U C T I O N  —  O F F I C I A L  T E X T  I S  P U B L I S H E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E SHA-256 4c88e1cc…6e4efa


