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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 20 - ARREST

N.C.G.S. § 15A-406.

Assistance by federal officers.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT
General Statutes of North . . 21 September 2026, 03:44 UTC 6af0adc04aatc6521c1034b7 -
. . S.L.2022-73,s. 6 — sixth actin 7731a754a03ac51ce9823a49 -
Carolina, as published by the .
the lineage 7e1298ea9b694fce
General Assembly
§ 15A-406(a) For purposes of this section, "federal law enforcement officer" means any of the

following persons who are employed as full-time law enforcement officers by the
federal government and who are authorized to carry firearms in the performance of

their duties:

(1) United States Secret Service special agents.
(2) Federal Bureau of Investigation special agents.
(3) Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms special agents.

(4) Special agents of the Department of Defense, including:
a.Army Criminal Investigation Division.

b.Naval Criminal Investigative Service.

c.Air Force Office of Special Investigations.

d.Defense Criminal Investigative Service.

(5) Drug Enforcement Administration special agents.

(6) United States Customs Service officers.

(@) United States Postal Service inspectors.

&) Internal Revenue Service special agents.

©) United States Marshals Service marshals and deputies.
(10)  United States Forest Service officers.
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(11) National Park Service officers.

(12)  United States Fish and Wildlife Service officers.

(13)  Immigration and Naturalization Service officers.
(14) Tennessee Valley Authority officers.
(15)

Veterans Administration police officers.

A federal law enforcement officer is authorized under the following circumstances to

enforce criminal laws anywhere within the State:

(1) If the federal law enforcement officer is asked by the head of a state or local
law enforcement agency, or his designee, to provide temporary assistance and
the request is within the scope of the state or local law enforcement agency's

subject matter and territorial jurisdiction; or

(2) If the federal law enforcement officer is asked by a state or local law
enforcement officer to provide temporary assistance when at the time of the
request the state or local law enforcement officer is acting within the scope of

his subject matter and territorial jurisdiction.

A federal law enforcement officer shall have the same powers as those invested by
statute or common law in a North Carolina law enforcement officer, and shall have the
same legal immunity from personal civil liability as a North Carolina law enforcement

officer, while acting pursuant to this section.

A federal law enforcement officer who acts pursuant to this section shall not be

considered an officer, employee, or agent of any state or local law enforcement agency.

For purposes of the Federal Tort Claims Act, a federal law enforcement officer acts

within the scope of his office or employment while acting pursuant to this section.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to expand the authority of federal officers

to initiate or conduct an independent investigation into violation of North Carolina

law.
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6 ACTS Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1991 2007 2022
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT
Ne YEAR ACT CHARACTER
o1 1991 c.262,5.1 ENACTED
02 1991 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 8 AMENDED
03 1991 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), ¢. 571, s. 1 AMENDED
e 2001 S.L. 2001-257, 5. 1 AMENDED
05 2003 S.L. 2003-36, s. 1 AMENDED
& 2022 S.L.2022-73, 5. 6 AMENDED
APPARATUS II1 Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-406 (2022).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-406(a) (2022).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.
This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1991, c. 262, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 8; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 571, s. 1; 2001-257, s. 1; 2003-36, s. 1; 2022-73,
s. 6.
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