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§ 15A-406(a) For purposes of this section, "federal law enforcement of�f�icer" means any of the 
following persons who are employed as full-time law enforcement of�f�icers by the 
federal government and who are authorized to carry f�irearms in the performance of 
their duties:

(1) United States Secret Service special agents.

(2) Federal Bureau of Investigation special agents.

(3) Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms special agents.

(4) Special agents of the Department of Defense, including:

a.	Army Criminal Investigation Division.

b.	Naval Criminal Investigative Service.

c.	Air Force Of�f�ice of Special Investigations.

d.	Defense Criminal Investigative Service.

(5) Drug Enforcement Administration special agents.

(6) United States Customs Service of�f�icers.

(7) United States Postal Service inspectors.

(8) Internal Revenue Service special agents.

(9) United States Marshals Service marshals and deputies.

(10) United States Forest Service of�f�icers.
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(11) National Park Service of�f�icers.

(12) United States Fish and Wildlife Service of�f�icers.

(13) Immigration and Naturalization Service of�f�icers.

(14) Tennessee Valley Authority of�f�icers.

(15) Veterans Administration police of�f�icers.

§ 15A-406(b) A federal law enforcement of�f�icer is authorized under the following circumstances to 
enforce criminal laws anywhere within the State:

(1) If the federal law enforcement of�f�icer is asked by the head of a state or local 
law enforcement agency, or his designee, to provide temporary assistance and 
the request is within the scope of the state or local law enforcement agency's 
subject matter and territorial jurisdiction; or

(2) If the federal law enforcement of�f�icer is asked by a state or local law 
enforcement of�f�icer to provide temporary assistance when at the time of the 
request the state or local law enforcement of�f�icer is acting within the scope of 
his subject matter and territorial jurisdiction.

§ 15A-406(c) A federal law enforcement of�f�icer shall have the same powers as those invested by 
statute or common law in a North Carolina law enforcement of�f�icer, and shall have the 
same legal immunity from personal civil liability as a North Carolina law enforcement 
of�f�icer, while acting pursuant to this section.

§ 15A-406(d) A federal law enforcement of�f�icer who acts pursuant to this section shall not be 
considered an of�f�icer, employee, or agent of any state or local law enforcement agency.

§ 15A-406(e) For purposes of the Federal Tort Claims Act, a federal law enforcement of�f�icer acts 
within the scope of his of�f�ice or employment while acting pursuant to this section.

§ 15A-406(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to expand the authority of federal of�f�icers 
to initiate or conduct an independent investigation into violation of North Carolina 
law.

E N D  O F  S E C T I O N  T E X T A P P A R AT U S  F O L L O W S  —  D E R I V E D ,  N O T  E N A C T E D

A P P A R A T U S  I
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6  A C T S Amendment lineage
The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is 
reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1991 2007 2022

T I C K  H E I G H T  =  A C T S  I N  T H AT  Y E A R D A S H E D  =  R E C O D I F I C AT I O N ,  N O T  A M E N D M E N T

№ Y E A R A C T C H A R A C T E R

01 1991 c. 262, s. 1 E N A C T E D

02 1991 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 8 A M E N D E D

03 1991 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 571, s. 1 A M E N D E D

04 2001 S.L. 2001-257, s. 1 A M E N D E D

05 2003 S.L. 2003-36, s. 1 A M E N D E D

06 2022 S.L. 2022-73, s. 6 A M E N D E D

A P P A R A T U S  I I I Citation

F U L L  S E C T I O N

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-406 (2022).

P I N P O I N T

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-406(a) (2022).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection 
designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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C O L O P H O N Provenance
This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina 
from a source f�ile whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest f�ixes the bytes 
this export was made from; if the State's f�ile changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of 
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the 
section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the of�f�icial text. The of�f�icial text is published by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina.

H I S T O R Y  P A R E N T H E T I C A L ,  A S  P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E  S TAT E

(1991, c. 262, s. 1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 8; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994), c. 571, s. 1; 2001-257, s. 1; 2003-36, s. 1; 2022-73, 
s. 6.)
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