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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 20 - ARREST

N.C.G.S. § 16A-402.

Territorial jurisdiction of officers to make
arrests.

SOURCE LAST AMENDMENT IN THIS RETRIEVED SOURCE FINGERPRINT
TEXT

General Statutes of North . 21 September 2026, 04:18 UTC S4d2deac74ffof166c2b08d -
S.L. 2007-45, s. 1 — ninth act 78b649aab6339bf5b811696 -

Carolina, as published by the . .
in the lineage 70a2efe451f0640
General Assembly

§ 15A-402(a) Territorial Jurisdiction of State Officers. - Law-enforcement officers of the State of

North Carolina may arrest persons at any place within the State.

§ 15A-402(b) Territorial Jurisdiction of County and City Officers. - Law-enforcement officers of
cities and counties may arrest persons within their particular cities or counties and

on any property and rights-of-way owned by the city or county outside its limits.

§ 15A-402(c) City Officers, Outside Territory. - Law-enforcement officers of cities may arrest
persons at any point which is one mile or less from the nearest point in the boundary
of such city. Law enforcement officers of cities may transport a person in custody to
or from any place within the State for the purpose of that person attending criminal
court proceedings. While engaged in the transportation of persons for the purpose of
attending criminal court proceedings, law enforcement officers of cities may arrest
persons at any place within the State for offenses occurring in connection with and

incident to the transportation of persons in custody.

§ 15A-402(d) County and City Officers, Immediate and Continuous Flight. - Law-enforcement of -
ficers of cities and counties may arrest persons outside the territory described in
subsections (b) and (c) when the person arrested has committed a criminal offense
within that territory, for which the officer could have arrested the person within that
territory, and the arrest is made during such person's immediate and continuous flight
from that territory.
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County Officers, Outside Territory, for Felonies. - Law-enforcement officers of
counties may arrest persons at any place in the State of North Carolina when the arrest
is based upon a felony committed within the territory described in subsection (b). For
purposes of this subsection, law enforcement officers of counties shall include all of -

ficers of consolidated county-city law enforcement agencies.

Campus Police Officers, Immediate and Continuous Flight. - A campus police off -
icer: (i) appointed by a campus law-enforcement agency established pursuant to G.S.
116-40.5(a); (ii) appointed by a campus law enforcement agency established under G.S.
115D-21.1(a); or (iii) commissioned by the Attorney General pursuant to Chapter 74E
or Chapter 74G of the General Statutes and employed by a college or university which
is licensed, or exempted from licensure, by G.S. 116-15 may arrest a person outside
his territorial jurisdiction when the person arrested has committed a criminal of -
fense within the territorial jurisdiction, for which the officer could have arrested the
person within that territory, and the arrest is made during such person's immediate

and continuous flight from that territory.

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Amendment lineage

The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is

reproduced verbatim in the colophon and unpacked below in order of enactment.

1935 1971 2007
TICK HEIGHT = ACTS IN THAT YEAR DASHED = RECODIFICATION, NOT AMENDMENT

N2 YEAR ACT CHARACTER

01 1935 . 204 ENACTED

02 1973 c.1286,s. 1 AMENDED

03 1987 c.671,5.3 AMENDED

o4 1989 c.518,s. 4 AMENDED

gz 1989 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1043, s. 3 AMENDED

06 1995 c.206,s. 1 AMENDED

o7 1999 S.L. 1999-68, s. 2 AMENDED
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08 2005 S.L.2005-231, s. 7 AMENDED
09 2007 S.L. 2007-45, s. 1 SUERRED
APPARATUS II o« o
S AUTHORI TS Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 116-40.5(a) ) "campus law-enforcement agency established pursuant to"
G.S. 115D-21.1(a) ) "campus law enforcement agency established under”
G.S. 116-15 ) "licensed, or exempted from licensure, by"
APPARATUS I e

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-402 (2007).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-402(a) (2007).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.

HISTORY PARENTHETICAL, AS PRINTED BY THE STATE
(1935, c. 204; 1973, c. 1286, s. 1; 1987, c. 671, s. 3; 1989, c. 518, s. 4; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1043, s. 3; 1995, c. 206, s. 1;
1999-68, s. 2; 2005-231, s. 7; 2007-45, s. 1.)
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