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ARTICLE 17 - CRIMINAL PROCESS

N.C.G.S. § 15A-301.1.

Electronic Repository.
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General Assembly

§ 15A-301.1(a)

§ 15A-301.1(b)

§ 15A-301.1(c)

The Administrative Office of the Courts shall maintain, in cooperation with State and
local law enforcement agencies, an automated electronic repository or repositories
for criminal process (hereinafter referred to collectively as the Electronic Repository),
which shall comprise a secure system of electronic data entry, storage, and retrieval
that provides for creating, signing, issuing, entering, filing, and retaining criminal
process in electronic form, and that provides for the following with regard to criminal

process in electronic form:
(1) Tracking criminal process.

(2) Accessing criminal process through remote electronic means by all authorized
judicial officials and employees and all authorized law enforcement officers

and agencies that have compatible electronic access capacity.

(3) Printing any criminal process in paper form by any authorized judicial official

or employee or any authorized law enforcement officer or agency.

Any criminal process may be created, signed, and issued in electronic form, filed
electronically in the office of a clerk of superior court, and retained in electronic form

in the Electronic Repository.

Any process that was first created, signed, and issued in paper form may subsequently
be filed in electronic form and entered in the Electronic Repository by the judicial
official who issued the process or by any person authorized to enter it on behalf of
the judicial official. All copies of the process in paper form are then subject to the

provisions of subsections (i) and (k) of this section.
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§ 15A-301.1(g)

§ 15A-301.1(h)

§ 15A-301.1(i)
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Any criminal process in the Electronic Repository shall be part of the official records
of the clerk of superior court of the county for which it was issued and shall be

maintained in the office of that clerk as required by G.S. 15A-301(a).

Any criminal process in the Electronic Repository may, at any time and at any place
in this State, be printed in paper form and delivered to a law enforcement agency or

officer by any judicial official, law enforcement officer, or other authorized person.

When printed in paper form pursuant to subsection (e) of this section, any copy of a
criminal process in the Electronic Repository confers the same authority and has the
same force and effect for all other purposes as the original of a criminal process that

was created and exists only in paper form.

Service of any criminal process in the Electronic Repository may be effected by
delivering to the person to be served a copy of the process that was printed in paper

form pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.

The tracking information specified in subsection (i) of this section shall promptly be

entered in the Electronic Repository when one or both of the following occurs:

(1) A process is first created, signed, and issued in paper form and subsequently
entered in electronic form in the Electronic Repository as provided in

subsection (c) of this section.

(2) A copy of a process in the Electronic Repository is printed in paper form

pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.

The following tracking information shall be entered in the Electronic Repository in

accordance with subsections (c) and (h) of this section:
(1) The date and time when the process was printed in paper form.

(2) The name of the law enforcement agency by or for which the process was

printed in paper form.

(3) If available, the name and identification number of the law enforcement officer

to whom any copy of the process was delivered.

The service requirements set forth in subsection (k) of this section shall apply to:
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(1) Each copy of a criminal process that is first created in paper form and
subsequently entered into the Electronic Repository as provided in subsection

(c) of this section.

(2) Each copy of a criminal process in the Electronic Repository that is printed in

paper form pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.

Service Requirements for Process Entered in the Electronic Repository. - The copy of a
process printed for the purpose of service shall be served not later than 24 hours after
it has been printed. The date, time, and place of service shall promptly be recorded
in the Electronic Repository and shall be part of the official records of the court. If
the process is not served within 24 hours, that fact shall promptly be recorded in the
Electronic Repository and all copies of the process in paper form shall be destroyed.
The process may again be printed in paper form at later times and at the same or other
places. Subsection (f) of this section applies to each successively printed copy of the

process.

A law enforcement officer or agency that does not have compatible remote access to
the Electronic Repository shall promptly communicate, by any reasonable means, the
information required by subsection (k) of this section to the clerk of superior court
of the county in which the process was issued or to any other person authorized to
enter information into the Electronic Repository, and the information shall promptly

be entered in the Electronic Repository.

Failure to enter any information as required by subsection (i) or (k) of this section does
not invalidate the process, nor does it invalidate service or execution made after the

period specified in subsection (k) of this section.

A warrant created and existing only in paper form is returned within the meaning of
G.S. 132-1.4(k) when it is returned as provided in G.S. 15A-301(d). A warrant that exists
only in electronic form in the Electronic Repository is returned within the meaning
of G.S. 132-1.4(k), when it has been served or when service of the warrant is no longer
being actively pursued, as either fact is entered in the Electronic Repository pursuant

to subsection (k) of this section.

At the time an individual is taken into custody, the custodial law enforcement agency
shall attempt to identify all outstanding warrants against that individual and notify

the appropriate law enforcement agencies of the location of the individual.
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§ 15A-301.1(p)

END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS Il
3 AUTHORITIES

APPARATUS 111

Prior to the entry of any order of the court in a criminal case, the court shall attempt
to identify all outstanding warrants against that individual, if in custody, and notify
the appropriate law enforcement agencies of the location of the individual. (2002-64,
s. 2, 2015-48, s. 1; 2017-101, s. 1; 2022-47, s. 16(g).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-301(a) (d) "of that clerk as required by"

G.S. 132-1.4(k) W) "is returned within the meaning of”'

G.S. 15A-301(d) (n) "it is returned as provided in"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-301.1 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-301.1(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.
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COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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