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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 16 - ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

N.C.G.S. § 15A-288.

Manufacture, distribution, possession,
and advertising of wire, oral, or
electronic communication intercepting
devices prohibited.
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§ 15A-288(a) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this Article, a person is guilty of a Class
CLASS H FELONY H felony if the person
1) Manufactures, assembles, possesses, purchases, or sells any electronic,

mechanical, or other device, knowing or having reason to know that the design
of the device renders it primarily useful for the purpose of the surreptitious

interception of wire, oral, or electronic communications; or

(2) Places in any newspaper, magazine, handbill, or other publication, any

advertisement of:

a.Any electronic, mechanical, or other device knowing or having reason to know that
the design of the device renders it primarily useful for the purpose of the surreptitious

interception of wire, oral, or electronic communications; or

b.Any other electronic, mechanical, or other device where the advertisement promotes
the use of the device for the purpose of the surreptitious interception of wire, oral, or

electronic communications.

§ 15A-288(b) It is not unlawful under this section for the following persons to manufacture,
assemble, possess, purchase, or sell any electronic, mechanical, or other device,
knowing or having reason to know that the design of the device renders it primarily
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useful for the purpose of the surreptitious interception of wire, oral, or electronic

communications:

(1) A communications common carrier or an officer, agent, or employee of, or a

person under contract with, a communications common carrier, acting in the

normal course of the communications common carrier's business, or

(2) An officer, agent, or employee of, or a person under contract with, the State,

acting in the course of the activities of the State, and with the written

authorization of the Attorney General.

An officer, agent, or employee of, or a person whose normal and customary business is

to design, manufacture, assemble, advertise and sell electronic, mechanical and other

devices primarily useful for the purpose of the surreptitious interceptions of wire,

oral, or electronic communications, exclusively for and restricted to State and federal

investigative or law enforcement agencies and departments.
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The State prints this history as a single parenthetical at the foot of the section. It is
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This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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