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CHAPTER 15A
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ARTICLE 92 - NORTH CAROLINA INNOCENCE INQUIRY COMMISSION

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1471.

Preservation of files and evidence;
production of files and evidence; forensic
and DNA testing.
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General Assembly

§ 15A-1471(a)

§ 15A-1471(b)

§ 15A-1471(c)

§ 15A-1471(d)

Upon receiving written notice from the Commission of a Commission inquiry, the
State shall preserve all files and evidence subject to disclosure under G.S. 15A-903.
Once the Commission provides written notice to the State that the Commission's
inquiry is complete, the duty to preserve under this section shall cease; however, other

preservation requirements may be applicable.

The Commission is entitled to a copy of all records preserved under subsection (a) of

this section, including access to inspect and examine all physical evidence.

Upon request of the Commission, the State shall transfer custody of physical evidence
to the Commission's Director, or the Director's designee, for forensic and DNA
testing. The Commission shall preserve evidence in a manner reasonably calculated
to prevent contamination or degradation of any biological evidence that might be
present, while subject to a continuous chain of custody and securely retained with
sufficient official documentation to locate the evidence. At or prior to the completion

of the Commission's inquiry, the Commission shall return all remaining evidence.

The Commission shall have the right to subject physical evidence to forensic and
DNA testing, including consumption of biological material, as necessary for the
Commission's inquiry. If testing complies with FBI requirements and the data meets

NDIS criteria, profiles obtained from the testing shall be searched and uploaded to
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END OF SECTION TEXT

APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

APPARATUS III

COLOPHON

CODIS. The Commission shall incur all costs associated with ensuring compliance

with FBI requirements and NDIS criteria. (2012-7, s. 10.)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.

REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-903 @ "and evidence subject to disclosure under"
Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1471 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1471(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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