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CHAPTER 15A
ARTICLE 84B - MEDICAL RELEASE OF INMATES

N.C.G.S. § 15A-1369.3.

Procedure for medical release.
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§ 15A-1369.3(a) The Commission shall consider an inmate for medical release upon referral by the

Division. The Division may base its referral upon either a request or petition for
release filed by the inmate, the inmate's attorney, or the inmate's next of kin or upon

a recommendation from within the Division.

§ 15A-1369.3(b) The referral shall include an assessment of the inmate's medical and psychosocial

condition and the risk the inmate poses to society, as follows:

(1) The Division medical director, or a designee of the director who is a licensed
physician, shall review the case of each inmate who meets the eligibility
requirements for medical release set forth in G.S. 15A-1369.2. Any physician
who examines an inmate being considered for medical release shall prepare a

written diagnosis that includes both of the following:

a.A description of any and all terminal conditions, physical incapacities, and chronic

conditions.

b.A prognosis concerning the likelihood of recovery from any and all terminal

conditions, physical incapacities, and chronic conditions.

(2) The Division shall make an assessment of the risk for violence and recidivism
that the inmate poses to society. In order to make this assessment, the Division
may consider such factors as the inmate's medical condition, the severity of the
offense for which the inmate is incarcerated, the inmate's prison record, and

the release plan.

§ 15A-1369.3(c)
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APPARATUS II
1 AUTHORITY

If the Division determines that the inmate meets the criteria for release, the Division
shall forward its referral and medical release plan for the inmate to the Commission.
The Division shall complete the risk assessment and forward its referral and medical
release plan within 45 days of receiving a request, petition, or recommendation for

release.

The Commission shall make a determination of whether to grant medical release
within 15 days of receiving a referral from the Division for release of a terminally
ill inmate and within 20 days of receiving a referral from the Division for release
of a permanently and totally disabled inmate or a geriatric inmate. In making the
determination, the Commission shall make an independent assessment of the risk for
violence and recidivism that the inmate poses to society. The Commission also shall
provide the victim or victims of the inmate or the victims' family or families with an

opportunity to be heard.

A denial of medical release by the Commission shall not affect an inmate's eligibility

for any other form of parole or release under applicable law.

If the Division determines that an inmate should not be considered for release under
this Article or the Commission denies medical release under this Article, the inmate
may not reapply or be reconsidered unless there is a demonstrated change in the
inmate's medical condition. (2008-2, s. 1; 2011-145, s. 19.1(h); 2023-134, s. 19C.6(a).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 15A-1369.2 (0)(1) "for medical release set forth in"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1369.3 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 15A-1369.3(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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